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Richard ready to roll from Top ‘o’ Taps 

 

 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, bike parts, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 



  Hello Readers, 

 

  Welcome back from the holidays!  I hope you all had a great time with family and friends.  I also hope you got 

some saddle time in and/or shed time.  Looks like John H did exactly that, having finally got a start assembling 

his orange Roadster, purchased a few years ago from the U.S. 

   

  My own shed time has been steady, though only sporadically productive.  I’m getting there though, and there’s 

still an outside chance I’ll get to stick my All British Day gate pass to the headlight.  I suddenly find myself with 

unexpected free time, so fingers crossed.  I’ve picked up a few small bits from Murray’s Brit Bikes, such as a font 

brake lever, damaged after the bike fell from the work stand (luckily, the lever was the only thing damaged.)  

Murray, one of the Energette’s sponsors, has always got what I need and his prices are excellent.  If you haven’t 

already been there, do yourself a favour and stop in.  Murray’s not only got a warehouse full of used British bike 

parts, but he’s got a good selection of NOS and new, and can always order what you need if he hasn’t got it on 

the shelf. 

 

  I enjoy seeing what builders can do to customize a Norton Commando.  So much of the Commando’s design 

elements are unique, including the frame, which of course dictates the form of the bodywork.  This can make it 

difficult to create your own version of the machine.  There’s been a few new customs built lately, and you should 

check them out.  A scrambler styled Commando by a shop called Vintage Steele has just popped up on the web, 

with a nifty 2-1 exhaust where the left pipe sneaks behind the cylinders before joining the right.  It’s got knobbly 

dual purpose tyres, and knowing how well my Commando handles on gravel, it looks like a lot of fun.  Get onto 

the old ‘google machine’ and start searching! 

 

The Ed 

 

D. Hosier 

   

  Dear Members, 

 

  Welcome to the new year and I am sure it will be a good one for the club 

and its members. 

 

  I will also take this opportunity to thank Paul for supplying the sausages, 

the chevaps, and for also manning the bbq along with John.  A thankyou to 

Steve Adkins for supplying the onions and to Geraldine and Penny for sup-

plying the salads, bread and sauces for our December meeting and bbq. 

 

  As you know, in January my friend Terry and I make our yearly trip to 

Goulbourne.  This swap meet is for motorbikes and parts only.  For once the 

weather was mild rather than the usual high 30s.  We both managed to buy 

parts that we needed to complete future projects. 

 

  In February I will make my usual trip to Ballarat and I will report on that in 

the next issue of our mag. 

 

  In the meantime enjoy riding your Nortons and stay upright. 

 

  Regards, 

 

  Your President 

  Con Desyllas 

General Events 2015 

 

14/2/16 All British Day - Echunga Recreation Grounds.  A Norton Motorcycle Club of SA favourite.  Entries c

  close November 16th!  For more info go to www.allbritishday.com 

 

26-27/4/16 Penrite Broadford Bike Bonanza - Broadford, Victoria 

  All sorts of 2 wheeled vintage goodness, from road racing, MX, Trials, and so much more 

 

28-29/5/16 Historic Winton - Winton Motor Raceway, Winton, Victoria 

  Featuring over 400 racing motorcycles and cars from the 1920’s to 1980’s 



 

Norton Motorcycle Club SA – Southern Ride – 13
th

 December 2015 

 

Official route stats: 

Breakfast: Caffe Buongiorno, 93 Main South Rd, O'Halloran Hill  

Stage 1: Top-o-Taps to Myponga = 59km.  

Stage 2: Myponga to Port Elliot = 66km.  

 

 

Breakfast and/or Ride attendees: 

 

Richard -  850 Commando 

Murray -  Ducati S4R 

Owen - 750 Commando 

 

8:30am - O'Halloran Hill 

   Glorious weather, as forecast! Great coffee! Great service! Food at the usual high standard! A 

rest before the ride! What more could one ask for?  

 

10:00am—Stage 1: Top-o-Taps to Myponga 

  The three motorcyclists set off into the foothills east of O’Halloran Hill, meandering through 

Clarendon and Kangarilla and then up and along Wickhams Hill road – the view to the coast-

line with glassy ocean from this vantage point is quite spectacular.  We crossed the Adelaide-

Victor Harbor road at Willunga Hill then ran along the 100kmh Pages Flat road until we arrived 

for a break at Myponga.  The craft market at Myponga has undergone a transformation of 

sorts with new stall-holders and a re-arrangement of stalls within the halls.  

Gone: a favourite stall amongst ‘older motorcycle’ restorers and maintainers - the tap, die and 

tool man has now retired.  

 

11:30am—Stage 2: Myponga to Port Elliot 

  The trip to Carrakallinga and Normanville took us across the Myponga Reservoir: a vast ex-

panse of water (by South Australian standards) amid the dry, bald hills of the southern 

Fleurieu Peninsula - at this time of year.  We veered right at Yankalilla and headed out along 

the curving but sometimes bumpy Inman Valley road to Victor Harbor.  We stopped for fuel in 

Victor Harbor then headed straight off to Port Eliot for the lunch stop and refreshments at the 

Royal Family hotel.  The shade and cool breeze under the tree in the beer garden was just the 

spot for lunch, a chat and a look-around.  

  After lunch, Richard headed toward Strathalbyn while the other two cut across to Crows Nest 

Road then onto the Victor Harbor-Adelaide road before parting company at Willunga Hill. Mur-

ray headed for the Southern Expressway while Owen headed off along Brookman Road only to 

pass Richard going the opposite direction in the main street of Meadows.  A leisurely stop at 

the Echunga hotel for another refreshing soft drink and it was time to point the front wheel in 

the general direction of home.  



 

Have you got your ear to the ground?  Got a firm grasp on the Norton grapevine?  

Whatever the news, if it’s Norton related, we want to know.   

New parts available, Australian classic racing campaigns, what have you.   

Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 

Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 

Clockwise from top left:  The wizard’s workshop, data at-a-glance 

on Owen’s rolling testbed.  The lads leave Top-o-taps.  Richards 

black beauty.  Excited to get a move on!  Murray’s gorgeous 

Ducati S4R in its homeland’s national livery.  The gang stop for a 

rest and a bevvy 



 

Norton Motorcycle Club SA – Southern Vales Ride – 17
th

 January 2016 

 

Official route stats: 

Breakfast: Stirling Hotel, 52 Mount Barker Road, Stirling.  

Stage 1: Stirling to McLaren Vale = 67km.  

Stage 2: McLaren Vale to Strathalbyn = 55km.  

 

Breakfast and/or Ride attendees: 

 

John - 850 Commando 

Owen - 750 Commando 

 

8:00am - Hahndorf 

  Arrived and checked the layout for the Hahndorf swap-meet in preparation for next year’s 

January ride.  The gate keeper is keen for a NMCSA display on or around the oval again.  By all 

accounts, John H and Ian D were already on-site checking for motorcycle and memorabilia bar-

gains.  

 

8:30am - Stirling 

  It is pushbike riding season again and the roads are cluttered with them, cars have them 

strapped to the roof or boot with their riders congregating at food venues eating sweet treats  

early in the morning.  Such was the case around Stirling and at the Stirling Hotel.  The interna-

tional racing teams may be the only ones still in bed!  

  Has anyone else had an oncoming motorist cross double white lines to give extra-wide clear-

ance to a pushbiker in the suburban foothills of Adelaide? 

  Due to a late release of the 2016 NMCSA ride calendar, the usual newspaper notice was al-

ready placed for Hazelwood Park as the start point.  No problem!  Order the vege-delight 

breakfast with a cup of coffee and wait for John to arrive with news of the swap-meet.  At 

9:35am, with John still eating breakfast it is time to scoot along the Freeway to Hazelwood 

Park to redirect the throng of NMCSA members: oh dear, an occasional engine misfire has de-

veloped.  On arrival, Charlie and partner on their Triumph were great company, until 10:10am 

to be sure, and then scoot back up the hill to Stirling (misfire now with pipe backfire below 

2500rpm – no problem, just use a lower gear to keep the revs up.) 

 

10:00am - Stage 1: Stirling to McLaren Vale 

  John is geared-up ready to go from the car park so we head southeast from Stirling through 

Mylor to Echunga then onto Meadows and Willunga Hill.  The misfire is worsening as the day 

gets hotter: now constant under 3000rpm: maybe resistance in an earth wire recently disrupt-

ed.  A sharp RH turn takes us onto Range Road followed soon after by a sharp LH turn into 

Pennys Hill Road.  At Main Road, McLarenVale, we stop to discuss where next and the more 

obvious answer is the Pennys Hill cellar door and restaurant on the straight between McLaren 

Vale and Willunga.  Too early for lunch and still full from breakfast anyway, we partake of a 

stubby of a locally brewed beer.  Ah well, we’ve now booked in for 2 hours wait as responsible 

road users so use the second hour for lunch and to check for loose earth wires (with no good 

outcome.) 

  

1:30pm - Stage 2: McLaren Vale to Strathalbyn 

  As John was once a resident of the area, we depart McLaren Vale and head toward Kangarilla 

before winding our way into his former stomping ground of Kuipto forest near Kyeema and 

Prospect Hill: not easy going at 3500rpm in second or third gear.  Through Meadows we go 

then along the Paris Creek road to a welcome respite in Strathalbyn.  Time to head home: the 

air temperature is 36°C and the engine now constantly misfires below 4000rpm.  Ok, if 

4500+rpm in 3
rd

 gear is what it takes to get a smooth run home, so be it.  100kph sure 

sounds like going fast.  Home at last: 60kph at 4500rpm was a difficult feat to achieve.  The 

problem: brand-new-out-of-the-box spark plugs and one is faulty. Old are fine! 



 



 

Meeting 185   7 / 12 / 15 
 

OPENING: President Con Desyllas opened the meeting at 7.25 pm & welcomed members & friends. 

 

PRESENT: Bill, Dave M, Dave R, Donald H, Steve Richter, John Oakes, Steve Adkins, Richard McCarthy, Neil Gloyn, Jason  

  Ward, Con, Paul, Ray, Geraldine, John, Lyndi. 

 

APOLOGIES: Ian, John McNaughton. 

 

MAIL IN: McLaren Vale Vintage & Classic Parade, Main Street, April 17th; Auto Art colouring book for enthusiasts  

  http://store.justauto.com.au.  Federation gives notice February meeting Feb 20th to vote on allocation to Bay to Bird 

  wood (concerns the B to B Run only, which is a joint venture of the Federation & the History Trust – through the Na 

  tional Motor Museum at Birdwood):  reserve funds (for emergencies) are declining; numbers attending are declining, 

  meaning event either barely breaks even or loses money; Federation has not contributed financially for some years due 

  to generous sponsorship, which is now declining – for discussion Feb 20th; October ‘Roadholder’ has a full description 

  of the Norton 4-cylinder engine developed in 1950s, plus the 125cc single, with photos & diagrams – the Norton 4 de

  veloped power the Italians didn’t reach until 1965; also stopping oil leaks from swinging arm, plus a crankcase breather 

  for the Electra; November ‘Roadholder’ has discussion of tech issues with the new 961 Commando, with email contact 

  details with the factory; a snapped old Commando camshaft; a Colorado Norton Works starter for pre-Mk 3 Comman

  dos (retains the Lucas alternator, delivers more torque with less stress, easy to fit); plus a nifty idea for a wet-sumping 

  clamp. 

 

MAIL OUT: membership cards, emails about membership. 

 

TREASURER: $120 in;  $77 out;  Balance $2,755.32 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN:  Dave R led the last ride, from Burnside; next ride next Sunday led by Owen, for anyone not going to Toy Run  

 

LIBRARY: 2 new ‘Roadholders’, plus new ‘Oily Rag’ with good article by Westy on swinging arm. 

 

REGALIA: Lyndi has been to the supplier:  do we want cotton polos, T-shirts, caps – and which logos do we want?  Discussed.   

  Popular choice is for grey polos with Norton logo & club name (everyone already has Club T-shirts).  Lyndi plans to do 

  them in time for All-British Day. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  Too hungry; BBQ-time.  Thanks very much to Paul for cooking meat & to Geraldine for preparing salads. 

  Tin passed around for $26. Meeting closed 7.55 pm. Adjourned to BBQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Left: 

Spinnin’ a 

yarn or two 

for the Xmas 

BBQ breakup. 

 

 

Below: 

John O’s  

psychedelic 

purple Road-

ster 

http://store.justauto.com.au


 

John H is ‘California Dreamin’ 

A year or two ago John purchased a second Commando (seems to be a bit of that going 

around, Owen).  This one came from California and has a striking orange paint job.  It’s been 

sitting around his shed in pieces for a while, but he finally decided to take some time off work 

and get a good start on it reassembling.  Here’s a pictorial of his progress so far: 

 

Let us know what’s going on in your shed!  Full engine rebuild, restoration,  

chasing elusive mechanical gremlins, even just basic maintenance or race prepping. 

Share your experiences with us, it just might help someone else solve a problem or 

learn something new! 

Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 

Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 



 

For Sale/Wanted 

 

Wanted Hello, I am writing to you from WA, as I am looking for another crankshaft for my `66 Dommie  

  650.  I am a member of the NOC UK and I am sure there would be something available that far  

  away but I wanted to try a little closer to home. If anyone in the SA branch could help me out it  

  would be much appreciated. 

  Cheers Stewart Denton-Giles   stewartgiles650@gmail.com 

 

For Sale Norton Commando & Dominator 

  Both bikes come with spares.   

  $16,000 each 

  Also available, lift stand and tools. 

  Please ring NMCSA founding member Gerry Apthorpe 

  8270 6203 

 

Wanted 16H parts, 1937-1947.  Below is a sample list, but interested in ANY and all bits or large lots: 

  -Bolt up wheel 

  -Front and Rear brake plates and internals 

  -Smiths 80mph speedo and bracket 

  -Front wheel speedo drive gearbox   

  Steve Adkins 0434 564 662 

  Adkins_s@bigpond.com 

 

Wanted  Norton 850 Head 

  Norton Plunger rear wheel adjusters 

  Con 0417 005 235 

Murray’s Britbikes 

(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 

Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   

 Mobile:   0408 833 511    

 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 
 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 

Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 
 

 

HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS. 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  

Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  

Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 
 

SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES AND SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 

 



  

 Date/Ride  Brekky @ 8:30am  Ride @ 10:00am 

 

    

 14th February  Mylor Oval    ABD @ Echunga Oval 

 ABD Breakfast  Entrants Breakfast 8am  Gates open for entrants 

 No NMCSA Ride  (Pre-registry needed)  @ 9am 

 

 20th March   Café Buongiorno   ‘Top o Taps’ Weighbridge 

 Southern Hills  93 South Rd    Cnr of South Rd & Black Rd 

     O’Halloran Hill 

 

 10th April   Golden Fleece Hotel  Shell Gawler 

 Barossa   77 Murray St    12 Murray St 

 (counter-clockwise) Gawler    Gawler 

  

 15th May   Cascade Cafe   Hazelwood Park 

 Northern Hills  540 Glynburn Rd   Greenhill Rd & Hawthorn Cres 

     Burnside    Hazelwood Park 

 

 19th June   Café De Vilis   Kart Mania 

 Clare Valley   426 Main North Rd   1 Port Wakefield Rd 

     Blair Athol    Gepps Cross 

 

 10th July   The Stirling Hotel   The Stirling Hotel 

 Murray River  52 Mount Barker Rd  52 Mount Barker Rd 

     Stirling    Stirling  

 

 14th August   Golden Fleece Hotel  Shell Gawler 

 Barossa   77 Murray St    12 Murray St 

 (clockwise)   Gawler    Gawler 

 

 11th September  Montagna Café   Montagna Café 

 Lake Alexandrina  11/10 Corommandel Pde  11/10 Corommandel Pde 

     Blackwood    Blackwood 

  

 

 

 

Ride calendar and maps are also posted on our website www.nmcsa.org 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2015/16 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

Please check club notices in Thursday’s Advertiser 

or call the Club Captain @ 0401 211 256  


