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In this issue:   
John discovers 90% of carby issues are electrical (or is it vice versa?) & tries to 

pass his Norton to the next generation 
 

An old Land Rover is no match for an old Norton 
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Phil & Dave ready to head out, with the Editor’s 

Land Rover Series 3 in the background 

 

 

 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, classifieds, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact the editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 

WEBSITE: www.nmcsa.org 
 

MEETINGS  held on the 1st Monday of the month, 8.00pm start 
NO  MEETING  IN  JANUARY  and on Public Holidays 

 when the meeting will be held on the following Monday 



President’s Blurb 

 

  Dear Members, 

 

  Well, here we are, the 2016/17 year is done and by the time most of us read 

this, we’ll have voted in a (hopefully) new Committee.  Last year I was voted in as 

President, and while I started off with high hopes, I haven’t achieved everything I 

set out to.  Perhaps I’ll have another chance….  We’ll see. 

 

  On a sad note, it was with sadness we learned of the passing of Club member 

Ross O’Neill (#59), on April 2nd, due to a car accident.  He was active in several 

clubs and known through the classic motorcycle community in SA.  Our condo-

lences to his wife Jenny and family. 

 

  There’s a couple good events coming up this year, Steve R has asked us to at-

tend the 120th Eudunda Show, as they’re looking to get a large classic bike fea-

ture.  He’s offered to open his place up for camping the night, so I encourage as 

many of us as possible to head up to that beautiful part of SA in November.  The Classic Owners Motorcycle Club 

of SA is holding another ‘Mill to Mill’ ride in October, from Harts Mill in Port Adelaide, to the Birdwood Motor Mu-

seum.  These events, along with the regular Bay to Birdwood and Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride in September, 

are excellent excuses to get out for a ride and see some beautiful bikes.  Speaking of riding, Owen has been our 

Club Captain for a few years now and is doing a bloody good job of organising monthly breakfasts and rides.  

He’s also been rounding up members for interstate sojourns to rallies and race events.  It seems to be the same 

few members attending each month, however.  What’s going on, guys and gals?  Let’s get those numbers back 

up, get out for a Club ride!  What have we got to do, let us know your thoughts. 

 

  Last month we had Energette sponsor David Robertson come by the clubrooms and give a talk about what his 

business, OK2F, does.  I found it really interesting and he was a good speaker, explaining the functions of mag-

netos and general vintage bike electrics to us.  He went through what goes wrong with old components, what can 

be done to improve them, what to look out for when buying use and NOS parts, and of course, what he can do to 

help us keep our machines on the road.  It was a good night.  If you have any suggestions for special presenta-

tions and Club guests, let us know. 

 

  Well, here’s to a successful 2017/18 year for the Club!  Let’s make it a good one!   

     

  Your Pres 

  The Editor 

 

  Donald 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

Members wanting any events, services, bike parts, rides, etc. in the 

ENERGETTE please contact editor with details for inclusion in future 

issues 

For Sale/Wanted 

 

Wanted Commando Mk3 kickstart lever 

  Phi Allen  Ph:  8276 9500 

 

Wanted JOE SEIFERT CS650 After any magazine articles and pictures 

  Dave Meldrum Ph:  0423 191 620 

 

Wanted 16H or Big-4 parts 1937-1947  Sample list below, but interested in all appropriate/period parts/ 

  components in small or large lots:   Smiths 80mph speedo and bracket, Front wheel speedo drive 

  gearbox, Tool box, Dolls Head gearbox complete or any serviceable components, any other fas- 

  teners (especially engine/gearbox), odds & sods or “period” 16H or Big-4 components. 

  Also complete or parts for late Model 50 engine (alternator) or similar era ES2/Model 19 also  

  considered.          Steve Adkins Ph: 0434 564 662 Email: Adkins_s@bigpond.com 



NOT SO GOOD GOOD 

  In February of 2017, the 1971 750 Commando was 

back on the road – first time since 1976 in California. 

As part of the refurbish, I’d changed out the standard 

AMALs for a single Mikuni VM34. 

  First road trip was from Dawesley to the All British Day 

and it went well, though a pretty rich mixture all the 

way.  Not burning fuel black out of the exhaust, but 

sooting up the plugs badly in only 10 minutes.  No 

change really whether I ran BP7EY or BP6EY NGK plugs – 

still sooted badly. 

  When I tried longer hotter runs to Burra and back with 

the club ride, the sooting up seemed to cause (almost) 

a pre-ignition – cracking and popping under accelera-

tion and deceleration by the end of the day.  And I ran 

out of fuel twice, getting around 11km to the litre. Ob-

viously the bike was running rich right across the 

range.  

  So I spoke with Mick Panayi of Bendigo Road and Race 

who I purchased the Mikuni VM34 from in the first 

place.  He suggested a smaller idle jet as the first step. 

(With Mikuni you work your way up from idle to slide to 

needle and jet in order to tune the carby.)  So I pur-

chased 2 additional sizes down from the ones I’d pur-

chased originally, and road tested – the smallest idle jet 

(020) allowed my air mixture to be just within accepta-

ble adjustment at 3 turns open from closed. Idle issue 

solved.  

  Road tested for 4 days around the Adelaide Hills as we 

prepared for the National Rally trip in Beechworth some 

950km away.  Fuel consumption was improved, up to 

around 15–16km/litre and the bike did around 900km 

that week with the new idle jet and had no real issues – 

BUT the plugs were still a real dark brown and sooted 

up quite quickly at idle. 

  On the Saturday we rode from Adelaide to Shepparton, 

with the bike being a little difficult to start first thing, 

but once hot started first kick every time during the 

day.  Next day, Sunday, a bit harder to start and ran 

rough for about 5 minutes and stalled twice on the way 

to fuel stop.  Ran fine once hot. 

  Monday at the Beechworth Rally, tricky to start first 

up, and ran rough for about 10 minutes – wise men ad-

vised that was typical of Mikuni, change back to the 

AMALs and you’ll fix the problem – I was beginning 

to wonder myself….. even wondered if the Tri-Spark 

might be playing up. 

  Tuesday at the rally, difficult to start – took about 

10 kicks which was very unusual, and it then ran 

rough for about 15 minutes.  Wednesday even 

worse, ran rough for 25km of open road and kept 

stalling.  Once it got hot it was okay, but difficult to 

start after our big stop at Ken Lucas’s shed in 

Wangaratta.  

  On the run down to Moyhu after lunch it ran like a 

pig, then just stopped on the roadside – 8 volts at 

the battery, and just wouldn’t start.  Thankfully Ow-

en had cables and we were able to charge the bat-

tery of the 750 from his fully charged battery, and get 

15km closer to Beechworth, then repeat the process all 

over again for the next 15km.  

  Made it back to the Lake Sambell Caravan Park in Bee-

chworth where I put the bike on overnight charge 

(thanks to park owner Roger for his help) in readiness 

for the long ride to Adelaide the next day.  Tested and 

found no charging coming into the battery, so either an 

alternator or a regulator issue. Given the regulator was 

a new Tri-Spark, I suspected the 1971 Lucas stator was 

causing the problem. 

  Our plan was to come home via Bridgewater On Lod-

don (West of Bendigo where Mick Panayi has his Road 

and Race shop) and to pick up and install whatever 

parts I needed to get the system charging again.  I test-

ed as I rode and noticed it would run like a pig if I accel-

erated or decelerated quickly or if I hit a bump in the 

road.  Stopped and tested every earth point and supply 

point for loose crimps or connections – none found. 

Had me beat as to the cause, seemed to be shorting out 

but I couldn’t find how or where, but with a full battery 

we made to Bridgewater On Loddon around 3pm. 

  Dropped the primary cover off and found the old sta-

tor had expanded with heat and that it was rubbing on 

a small area of the rotor.  That explained the lack of 

charging, and the random shorting/current through the 

bike when bumps or vibration happened.  

So we changed to a new stator, re-assembled and test-

ed the bike.  Started first kick, went 10km out of town 

and back – it’s never gone so well. 

  Next morning, first kick, running smoothly and off for 

Adelaide, ran hard all day and the bike never missed a 

beat.  17km to the litre easily. 

 

As the wise man said – “Another  

carby problem solved electrically…” 

 

Thanks to Owen Greenfield for roadside assistance and the 

mobile workshop he carries on his 850, and to Mick Panayi of 

Bendigo Road and Race for getting me back on the road in 

just over an hour (when he was in the middle of getting his 

race bike ready for the Eastern Creek sprint in Sydney) 

MIKUNI PROBLEMS – SOLVED 

By John H 



                Attracting Younger Membership 

 

I know this subject comes up a lot – how do we encourage younger folks to get into old bikes…….. so here’s a 

suggestion that worked for my new grandson Wesley…… 

Let us know what’s going on in your shed!  Full engine rebuild, restoration,  
chasing elusive mechanical gremlins, even just basic maintenance or race prepping. 
Share your experiences with us, it just might help someone else solve a problem or 

learn something new! 
Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 
Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 

So the story on the plugs – from left to right 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  LHS: Taken out after Burra run pre-rally, had the original idle jet running well but very, very rich and using a litre 

every 11km. 

  CENTRE: Taken out at Bridgewater On Loddon, ran from Adelaide to Beechworth and back to Bridgewater 

(1250km), had the smaller idle jet, not running rich but got harder and harder to start and more time to warm up 

– degrading battery condition on the shorting out rotor/stator. 

  RHS: New plugs put in at Bridgewater after new stator installed, and taken out in the Adelaide Hills after a very 

hard run all the way home in the heat.  

 

  So the Mikuni was actually sorted thanks to the smaller idle jet. The long run and ongoing breakdown of the sta-

tor was an entirely different issue but appeared to be carby or electronic ignition at first guess.  

Can I have one when I grow up, Pop? As soon as we find a helmet, Wes 



Murray’s Britbikes 
(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 
Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   
 Mobile:   0408 833 511    
 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 

 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 
Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 



Murray River Ride - 17th April 2017 

 

Official route stats: 

Breakfast: Stirling Hotel,  52 Mount Barker Rd 

Wherever the wind took them 

 

Breakfast and/or Ride attendees:  Dave Y - 850 Commando, Phil - 750 Featherbed Commando, Owen - 850 Com-

mando, John H - 750 Commando 

 

As Owen didn’t go out on the ride, there is no official ride report for April 

Let us know what’s going on in your shed!  Full engine rebuild, restoration,  
chasing elusive mechanical gremlins, even just basic maintenance or race prepping. 
Share your experiences with us, it just might help someone else solve a problem or 

learn something new! 
Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 
Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 



 

Southern Hills Ride – 21st May 2017   

  

Official route stats: 

Breakfast: Caffe Buongiorno, 93 South Rd, O'Halloran Hill, SA.   

Stage 1: O’Halloran Hill via Dingabledinga to Strathalbyn = 76km.  

Stage 2: Strathalbyn via Finniss to Strathalbyn = 62km.  

  

Breakfast and/or Ride attendees:  Dave Y - 850 Commando, Phil - 750 Featherbed Commando, Owen - 850 Com-

mando 

  

8:30am –  O'Halloran Hill  

   

  No need for long-johns or scarfs today!  After riding this week in cool weather and occasional drizzle, this is the 

best day of the week for Nortons to be out and about.  A warm, dry flutter of a breeze makes outdoor dining a 

joy and the regulars are joined by President Donald driving his ‘new’ acquisition, an early model Landrover. 

Breakfast foods and coffee is enjoyed as the fuel economy of various era Landrovers is discussed and compared. 

The metric KPL is converted to imperial MPG for ready reference i.e. Landrover fuel consumption is still measured 

as MPG rather than GPM! 

 

10:00am –  Stage 1: Top'o'taps Weighbridge, Main South & Black Rd, O'Halloran Hill 

   

  Three Nortons today – all Commando engined in frames from two Norton eras.  Just for a moment, Donald con-

siders keeping up in the Landy but dismisses such a thought as domestic imperatives beckon.  All going well, 

perhaps the next ride on the Norton! 

  The riders set off and drop down into Happy Valley, up and over Chandlers Hill then down into Clarendon and 

on toward Kangarilla.  A right turn for McLaren Flat then a left turn upward for Wickhams Hill and along The 

Range to Hope Forest.  We turn left and sweep along at 100 kph through Dingabledinga and Prospect Hill to 

Meadows.  We ascend again then dip toward Bull Creek but veer left through Paris Creek to surmount the one last 

hill before the plains of Strathalbyn sprawl out before us.  

  An hour in the saddle and now we stop at ‘The Garage’ for the catch-up riders.  Usually one or two, and occa-

sionally a few, but today just... none.  Perhaps they’ve gone ahead? 

 

11:45am -  Stage 2: Strathalbyn via Finniss to Strathalbyn   

   

  Club duty done: the next leg is thrown open for suggestions and the burgers and pies of the ‘Finniss General 

Store’ get the nod for the lunch stop.  We saddle up and head for Langhorne Creek but turn at Belvidere.  Flat 

country now: through Angas Plains, so the bikes lock-on into cruising mode and purr toward Milang.  The Lake 

Alexandrina opens out before us in Milang so we turn right to meander along the shoreline to Point Sturt and on 

past Clayton Bay.  Once more into open farmland beside the Finniss River, we ride in staggered formation as we 

negotiate the various road junctions and the final doglegs to the ‘General Store’.  Aah, time for lunch: and just in 

time! A Chrysler car club, many other motorcyclists and sundry tourists are finishing up just now so the kitchen is 

freed up for our feed-up. 

  Where to next on such a beautiful day? Turn around for homeward bound!  The location common to each rider’s 

journey is Strathalbyn so we now take the direct road through Sandregrove for one last bask in the warm autumn 

sun on the western verandah of the Robin Hood Hotel. 



 

 

Clockwise from top left:  Gathering at Top ‘o 
Taps for the start of the ride;  Phil & Dave 
checking out some passing classic cars;   
Dave’s selling land at $888.80 



 

Meeting 109  03/04/17 
 

 
OPENING: President Don Hosier opened the meeting at 8:00pm and welcomed members. 
PRESENT: Committee: Don Hosier , Con Desyllas, Jerome Munchenberg, Jason Ward, Dave Rocklyn, Owen Greenfield, 
Dave Meldrum, Lyndi Tietz  Members: Dave York, Fella Koholic, Rick Ellis, John Hunter, Murray Norton, Trevor Kime, Eddy Spear, 
Neil Gloyn, Steve Richter, Cosie, Barry M, Ray Hughes, Neil Glow, John McNaughton  Apologies: Steve Atkins, Ian DeLaine, Paul 
Knapp  Guests: Original president, Mick Beveridge. 
TREASURER: In: $26.00 Out: $326.00 Balance: $852.95 
SECRETARY: Only mail is general correspondence from the Federation... 
CLUB CAPTAIN:  Busy month.  Ride to Clare.  Commercial Hotel.  At Burra the sky cleared.  Apr il r ide we meet Stir ling Hotel, 
for the River ride. Mannum for catch up, then who knows where after that.  March went to Beechworth.  Watch out for Mooroopna.  Mini
-rally.  All the bunch for Hamilton.  Sounds like a fun time was had by all.  Trispark highly rated by Dave York, excellent support on a 
Sunday!  Amazing bike collection of guy who has a mechanics shop, Ken Lucas.  Still races but is deaf as a doornail.  Triumph super-
charged GP bike.  Brenda, his wife, is just as good.  Two Vincents.  A couple Matchless G50s got stolen last year.  Reckon there must be 
$4m worth of bike gear there! 
EDITOR: New issue out.  No write up on Sellicks Beach races.  Hopefully next month.  Some photos from the day, though 
REGALIA: Lyndi has been a bit time poor.  Nothing new to report.  20 year anniversary in 2 years.  Might be time to make a belt 
buckle to commemorate. 
REGISTRAR: Dave R states he issued a log book tonight.  No news.  Need more logbooks, though.  Jerome to contact Ian to see what 
needs to be done 
LIBRARIAN: Dave M states there is nothing new to report.  Been donated some magazines, fairly late but Norton related 
FEDERATION: n/a... 
GENERAL BUSINESS: Don has printed out Membership Renewal Forms and Statutory Declaration forms.  Will put them in the maga-
zines that get mailed out.  David Robertson here next month to discuss his magneto rebuild business & other restoration work.  Apparent-
ly he helped get the club started.  When should we have the Xmas club lunch? 1st, 2nd or 3rd Sunday in November? 12th Nov? Think 
about it and finalise next month.  This year is 50 years since the launch of the Norton Commando! ABD - focus on Commando?  Barry 
22/23 April is the All British Rally says Barry… Door prize BSA rigid frame single...! $60 entry.  Ross O’Niell (Member #59) was in a 
car accident, just been taken off life support (02/04/17). 
RAFFLE: Jerome to bring some of his wine in next week for the Raffle… Seems Stones Green Wine is not too popular with any-
one other than Don… ;-) Green C 19  - Mike Beveridge. 
CLOSED: The meeting was closed at 8:50pm. 

 

Meeting 200  01/05/17 
 

OPENING: President Don Hosier opened the meeting at 8:00pm and welcomed members. 
PRESENT: Committee: Don Hosier , Con Desyllas, Jerome Munchenberg, Jason Ward, Dave Rocklyn... Members: Dave 
York, Fella Koholic, Rick Ellis, John Hunter, Murray Norton, Trevor Kime, Eddy Spear, Neil Gloyn, Steve Richter, Cosie, Barry M, Ray 
Hughes, Neil Glow, John McNaughton  Apologies: Owen Greenfield, Dave Meldrum, Lyndi Tietz  Guests: Dave Robertson of OK2F 
Magneto Overhaul & Repairs. 
TREASURER: In: $47.70  Out: $69.00  Balance: $478.87 
SECRETARY: Applied for 30 logbooks from the Federation.  Updated mailing list.  So far 5 renewals.  Updated Just Bikes and Old 
Bikes Australasia with new club contact details 
CLUB CAPTAIN:  (In Owen’s absence) Brekky at Stirling Hotel was great.  Phil Allen’s bike is very nice.  Rain ended the ride early 
and everyone ended up back at Dave’s shed 
EDITOR: Don will not be renewing his role as Editor, so someone will be required to put up their hand at the AGM.  One more 
issue to go before he hangs his hat up.  Included in the magazine is a very interesting restoration article originally from the Andover Nor-
ton newsletter 
REGALIA: n/a. 
REGISTRAR: It’s all business as usual until we hear different.  Logbooks are in short supply.  Editor printed out additional Stat Decs 
LIBRARIAN: n/a... 
FEDERATION: Meeting of the Federation the previous week.  Seems the new code will be simplified, out soon.  Logbooks to be re-
vised.  Bay to Birdwood is $69, or $79 for non-members. 
GENERAL BUSINESS: Editor contacted Coast FM to discuss club ride dates.  Latest Just Bikes and Old Bikes Australasia has good 
articles on the Sellicks Beach bike races.  Paul K reports the The Classic Owners Motorcycle Club staging another “Mill (Port Adelaide) 
to Mill (Birdwood)” event on the 15-16 Oct with $25 entry which includes lunch & band.  Eudunda Ag Show is celebrating its 120th year 
on the 12th Nov which includes a bike show, $10 entry.  Ian states “Isn’t time for our ½ yearly get together?”... 
SPECIAL GUEST:  Dave Rober tson, of OK2F Magneto Overhaul & Repairs. Dave was chairman of the very 1st meeting of the 
club! Dave also restores BSAs. Dave gave a fascinating presentation on magnetos, dynamos, and magdynos. 
RAFFLE: Richard won the raffle and took home a glorious bottle of “The Snob” shiraz, courtesy of Jerome,. It is made by the 
Amateur Wine & Beer Club of Adelaide and sold as an annual fundraiser. 
CLOSED: The meeting was closed at 8:20pm. 



Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 

 

HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  
Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  
Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 

       SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES & SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

 
Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 



  

 Date/Ride  Brekky @ 8:30am  Ride @ 10:00am 

 

 11th June   Golden Fleece Hotel  Shell Gawler 

 Barossa C/clockwise 77 Murray St    12 Murray St 

     Gawler    Gawler 

 

 9th July   The Perfect Note Café  The Perfect Note Café 

 Lake Alexandrina  Shop 10/168-170 Main Rd Shop 10/168-170 Main Rd 

     Blackwood    Blackwood 

 

 13th August   Cascada Café   Cnr Greenhill Rd & Hawthorn Crs 

 Northern Hills  540 Glynburn Rd   Hazelwood Park 

     Burnside   

 

 10th September  Café Buongiorno   Top ‘o’ Taps Weighbridge 

 Southern Coast  93 South Rd    Main South Rd & Black Rd 

     O’Halloran Hill   O’Halloran Hill 

 

 7th October   Hart’s Mill    Hart’s Mill 

 ‘Mill to Mill   1 Mundy St    1 Mundy St 

 Ride & Shine’  Port Adelaide   Port Adelaide 

 

 11-12th November  TBA     TBA 

 120th Eudunda Show 

 Classic Bike Display 

 

 19th November  TBA     TBA 

 NMCSA Xmas Lunch     

 

 

 

Ride calendar, maps & ‘catch up’ points are also posted on 

our website www.nmcsa.org 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2017 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

For further information, ring the Club Captain @ 

0401 211 256  


