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Our mate, Paul.  A true gentleman. 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, classifieds, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact the editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 

WEBSITE: www.nmcsa.org 
 

MEETINGS  held on the 1st Monday of the month, 8.00pm start 
NO  MEETING  IN  JANUARY  and on Public Holidays 

 when the meeting will be held on the following Monday 



President’s Blurb 

   

  Dear Members, 

 

  I don’t want to start this issue on a sad note, but it’s hard not to.  This past week 

we said goodbye to our good mate Paul Knapp.  He needs little introduction, to us 

or the wider classic bike community both here in SA and abroad.  Some of us like 

to think of Paul as a proud Norton man, riding his perfect ES2, and one of the first 

NMCSA members (number 23!), a gentleman 

who served several committee positions over 

the years, Federation Rep being the latest.  But 

Paul was also an active member in both the 

Classic Owners Club of SA and the Vintage & 

Veteran Club.  Paul was first and foremost, a 

rider and all ‘round motorcyclist.  His stable has 

included everything from a 1920’s Humber to a 

modern era Harley.  Naturally, his passion was always British, but he also rode 

a beautiful example of an early Honda CB750, and even had a little Honda sin-

gle sitting in the shed somewhere, which he used to commute on. 

  He featured in several issues of The Energette, be sure to re-read a riotous 

story from his past in #107 from February 2017, and a bit I wrote about his 

ES2 and some time I spent in his shed for #92 from August 2014. 

  He was an avid supporter of the recent Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride, look-

ing dapper as all hell in his ‘bag of fruit’ astride his gold Triumph Thunder-

bird.  It was a bit weird not seeing him there last week. 

  Paul was always good for a laugh and a chin wag, he treated everyone with respect and was a wealth of 

knowledge that he actively shared, helping keep many riders bikes on the road, a true gentleman in every re-

spect.  I enjoyed the few times I was invited to his house and hang out in the shed, and I feel privileged that Dave 

M and I had the chance to sit down with him one last time just a month before he passed.   

  Paul was a loving husband to his wife of 37 years, Edna, and a doting and proud father to their son, Peter.  Pe-

ter gave a heart felt and upbeat eulogy at the funeral last Friday, October 5th, full of laughter and love for his 

father.  He ended his tribute with a story that told us Paul was, quite literally, a larrikin right up until the very 

end.  It was wonderful to meet some of his old friends at the Alberton Hotel, the “Gully Gang’ as they called 

themselves.  They’d been mates since they were teenagers and had heaps of stories, many of them involving 

tearing up the streets of Adelaide and the hills on their motorcycles.  We also met members from his other clubs 

and hope to meet up with them at future events. 

  Paul, you will be deeply missed, we’re glad to have known you. 

 

   I’ll leave this month’s blurb at that, with a couple more pics of our mate for you to reminisce, nothing else 

seems important enough. 

 

  One last thing for Paul, “Fist pump, with an explosion” 

   

  Your Pres, The Editor 

 

  Donald 



Hills & National Motor Museum Ride – 19th August 2018 

 

  A ride through the Adelaide hills at any time is well worth it but to also include a visit to the Birdwood Mill is an 

added bonus.  I had originally planned the ride to start at Hazelwood Park but was contacted by a couple of mem-

bers who explained it would be ‘back tracking’ and since the Mill had originally organised for us to enter the 

grounds through a designated gate at 11am thought it best to just assemble at Birdwood (I did put out an email   

to say a couple of members in the northern suburbs were meeting at the 

Gully pub to ride up together). 

  On arrival it was great to see a line-up of bikes waiting and directly outside 

the main entrance.  The original plan of access was changed due to wet 

weather making the grounds very slippery and too soft for bikes to stand on. 

The group of bikes lined up certainly looked impressive and I have been told 

the Birdwood Mill have used a couple of photos in their members magazine.  

After chatting for a while a handful of us went into the Mill while the rest of 

the group carried on with the ride.  As we were classed as a group the Mill 

had offered a discount entry fee and also put on a special viewing of their 

latest project, an all Australian built ‘CHAMBERLAIN 8’ G.P. car from 1928.  

They normally asked for a small donation for the presentation but we had 

that thrown in.  It was fantastic to hear about the all hand built construction 

of the car and engine, if you have the spare time have a look at the Mills 

presentation of the car on their web site.  It was great to wander around the 

mill and have a look at the collection it has been years since my last visit and 

I’m sure some of those poor old girls have been there from when I used to 

ride up to the mill on my old AJS too many years ago, I have to admit I’d ra-

ther see those bikes being used than put up on display.   

  It was a great day, a ride through the hills with fellow club members, a catch up and chin wag at the Mill and the 

display and presentation. Also thanks to Trev and Lyndi who organised for the Kawasaki Z Club to come along, a 

great group of people and some very nice bikes also helped the day.  

  A couple of us dropped into the Gorge Pub on the way home to see if it would be suitable for our Xmas lunch so 

an added bonus to an already great day.  I was impressed with the Birdwood Mill co-operation a huge change 

from when I tried to organize our club 10 year celebration with them years back.  I had contact with three differ-

ent people while organizing the day, all very helpful and friendly, I am disappointed I cannot remember the gen-

tleman’s name who arranged our entry and the presentation.  I had quite a long conversation with him and he 

explained about the changes for the upcoming Bay to Birdwood rally and how changes had been and are trying to 

be made, also ways that might make the rally more motorcycle friendly (thanks to our recently passed member 

Paul Knapp for that).  

Another great day out on the Norton, good company, great bikes, does it get any better?  Thanks to all that made 

the effort to come along hope to see you on the next ride     Dave M  



La Jambe Électrique  

Alton Electric Start 

  A few people were interested in the Alton E-Start fitted to both Barry Millers 850cc and my 750 cc Commando's. 

 

  The photos show the significant difference between the original Norton 850 MK111 set up and the newer Alton 

set-up.  The Alton has no trouble rolling the engines over (unlike the original units) but have on 2 occasions shat-

tered the sacrificial pins in the kick-back mechanism, even from a relatively minor kick-back.  The Alton kick-back 

mechanism is used on British twin set-ups and on the Vellocette 500cc single.  There is provision for 6 sacrificial 

pins but only 3 are used on the Commando set up, unlike the Vellocette which uses 6.  I have been advised  that 

4 pins can be used on the Commando to strengthen up the kick-back mechanism.  If I shatter the pins again I 

plan to do as he as suggested.  I have also used a timing disc to check the static timing which proved to be about  

2-3 degrees out when using the rotor marks on the Alton set up and the tin gauge fitted to the inside of the out-

er chain case, hopefully this will reduce the chance of a kick back.  2 photos show the two pieces of the kickback 

mechanism and the slots for the resin dowel pins.  There are also are 2 photos showing the electric start fitted to 

a MK111 850cc and the Alton fitted to a 750cc, choose which one looks simpler........ 

 

Tony G  



The Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride 

30th September 2018 

  This event is tremendous, it just keeps getting bigger and raising more and more money for men’s health.  

2018 saw Adelaide bring out 462 riders, raising over $50,000!  A collection of beautiful machines gathered 

around Ebenezer Place in Adelaide’s East End (the old produce markets).  I was too busy catching up with old 

friends and meeting new riders to take many photos, but my good friend Simon Trnovsky from ‘On The Red Line 

Photography’ got a few pearlers, so check ‘em out! 

Clockwise from top left:  The hoards depart the East 
End;  Molly in action, leaving on the ride;  one of 
the organizers explaining the good cause of the 
DGR and how the ride will go down;  mystery Nor-
ton rider in brown corduroy;  our man Eddie, look-
ing rock steady. 
 
  All photos taken by Simon Trnovsky (except for 
Eddie, that’s my shoddy work). 
  If you’d like a copy or want to ask him if he has 
something you’re after, send him a message at  
www.facebook.com/crazyczecho.  If you’re not on 
FB, I can give you his number. 



HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  
Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  
Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 

       SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES & SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

 
Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 

Murray’s Britbikes 
(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 
Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   
 Mobile:   0408 833 511    
 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 

 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 
Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 

Oi!  You lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 



Southern Coast Ride - 16th Semptember 2018 

 
  As I pulled in to the Caltex at ‘Top ‘o’ Taps’, I realised our "Zed" brothers had also decided to come and see 

some real bikes - ie NORTONS - before they took their unreliable, oil leaking Harleys - oops  I mean Kamikazis, oh 

what the $@%, Kawasakis for a ride on a crisp and clear Sunday.  Well they did have more Harleys in their ride 

than we did !! See the photos. 

  Soon, Ian rocked up, filled up, and then we trundled down to the weighbridge and were joined by Neil.  Deja vu 

set in. 

  About 5 past ten we three set off on a pleasant tour not unlike 

the last Southern ride - but this time instead of left to Kangaril-

la, we kept right on track and went into Mclaren Vale and up 

the mighty hill, before joining the South Road and a quick flip 

into Pages Flat Rd. Our first destination stop was to meet new 

Club member Rob in Yankallilla  - Rob  has a shop full of leather 

goods he makes (http://www.tram-P.com) and also has a Com-

mando parked out front - which belongs to an old mate of his 

and is for sale as said mate took off for Qld.  Rob had the billy 

boiling and fresh baked bun ready for us.  A warm welcome on 

what was a cool but sunny day. 

  I did some log book signing and we enjoyed a long stop be-

fore a short ride on to our first beach stop - Normanvillle. 

  The foreshore has been done up real nice since the ol’ days 

when the boys came down here fishin and a squidin.  A few 

fishy tales were reminisced over. 

  A darn good feed of fish n’ chips courtesy of the kiosk was a 

treat as the sun continued to shine.  We then meandered on to Carrickalinga to cruise the esplanade and then up 

the big hill over the top of the Myponga reservoir.  Love that road!  A lefty then for me and Neil - but Ian took the 

right road home.  

  We dropped in to Silver Sands beach - scene of the 2017 Sellicks Beach races - where yours truly won a race on 

my '35  BSA and Dastardly Dan won fastest on the beach on his Norton.  

  The road and us then pretty much followed the beach heading north thru to Aldinga and all before we start to 

see grape vines and hills again .  

  Neil takes the lead and we enjoy great sunshine, views, and not much traffic as we head back North.  As we 

climb back into the hills the temp drops about 5 degrees and at Blackwood golf course, Neil takes a lefty whilst I 

take the right road toward Ironbank/Stirling and into familiar roads of Norton Summit, slowly getting closer to 

home.  I take the long way down trying to stretch out such a good day . 

  Home by mid afternoon Sunday, so still had time to pat the dog, dig over the veggie garden and put the bins 

out.  

  What did you do that day? Dave R 

 



 

  Wow, there seems to be more events than you can poke a stick at lately.  Many on the same days so you have to 

choose between them!  The NMCSA will be officially attending the Lions Classic Bike Show in Macclesfield with a 

bike display, and don’t forget our Xmas lunch coming up in November (see below).  The Classic Owners Motorcy-

cle Club of SA will be holding their ‘Mods & Rockers’ meet in Semaphore, which will be dedicated to the memory 

of our mutual friend and member, Paul Knapp.  Head on down for some cheap pizza, cool bikes and great banter.  

Rather than try and list everything going on over the next few months, here’s a small sampling of what’s going 

on locally  

 

 Date   Event      Details 

 

 13th October  Mods & Rockers Display   www.classicowners.org 

     

 14th October  Motor Bike Expo & Swapmeet   www.rotaryadelaidewest.org 

 

 26-28th October  Kenny Blake Festival of Motorcycling  www.kennyblakestrathalbyn.com.au 

 

 4th November  Lions Classic Bike Show   www.lionsclassicbikeshow.org 

 

 18th November NMCSA Xmas Lunch    Cudlee Creek Restaurant & Tavern 

 

 10th February  35th All British Day    http://www.allbritishday.com/ 

 

 16-17th Feb 2019 Sellicks Beach Historic Motorcycle Races www.levismcc.asn.au 

 

 

The NMCSA Annual Xmas Lunch 

 

  The Cudlee Creek Tavern on the Gorge road has been booked for this year’s Xmas lunch.  I think most people 

are aware of the tavern, it is located at 2121 Gorge Road, Cudlee Creek. 

  While being called the Tavern it’s usually referred to as the Gorge Pub and is in the same location as the Gorge 

wild life park and Caravan Park.  It’s a common stop in the hills for a thirsty motorcycle rider and well known to 

most who frequent the hills.  The pubs menu is basic but hopefully will have something to please everyone and 

an added bonus is the hotel has a band playing in the beer garden starting later in the afternoon.  Due to the lo-

cation, the hotel can get busy as the day goes on so they have asked if we could arrive and order meals around 

midday to aid in meals being served at the same time. 

 Hotel menus will be at the October meeting if anyone is interested.  I will chat to members to see if a morning 

ride is required or just meet up at the hotel.  

 

    CUDLEE CREEK RESTAURANT TAVERN  

    2121 GORGE ROAD, CUDLEE CREEK 

    www.cudleecreektavern.com.au 

 

     



 

 

Meeting 214  08/08/18 
 

 
OPENING:  Don opened the meeting at 8:05pm, welcomed member s 
PRESENT:  Total: 20... Committee:  Don Hosier , Jerome Munchenberg, Neil, Dave Rocklyn, Dave Meldrum, Lyndi Tietz, Mur-
ray Norton, Barry Miller... Members: etc ... Apologies: Con, Rick, Ian De Laine… Visitors: Simon Cornell (New member). 
TREASURER: In: $150, Balance: $2,036 + Kitty $2436 
SECRETARY:  3 letter s Federation. Includes 1) Revised procedure for  log book, 2) Invite to Vintage Japanese MC NZ tour , 3) 
Aus Historic Motor Fed 2020 National Tour details, 4) Port Pirie Auto Restorers Club 17th Biennial Rally 
WEB ADMIN:  New event banner  
CLUB CAPTAIN:  Went across vineyards to Meadows, chat, off to Mt barker , Balanna, Uraidla... Next r ide 19th August to Na-
tional Motor Museum… We get a discount, so just $12.50 and we can park in grounds.. Gate is at end of main car park… Won’t leave 
from hazelwood Park, instead just meet up there at 11.00am…Next month Dave won’t be here for the club meet nor the club ride… 
EDITOR:  Latest edition with Con’s 350 Manx on the cover… This is Don’s 30th edition! 5 years worth! Dave Meldrum to write up 
about his resto... 
REGALIA:  2 gold and silver  beanies, as requested… Let me know if you want stuff… 
REGISTRAR:  Nothing to repor t... 
FEDERATION:  Ian not here, so nothing to repor t. 
LIBRARIAN:  The Oily Rag. Books available, as well as DVDs… Come by if you want something... 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  Don caught up with Paul Knapp… He is very unwell and just managing his pain now…  Bay to Birdwood 
& Distinguished Gentleman's Ride on the same day! - Balhannah Swap meet - are we interested in entering as a club? Sun 7th October... 
Dave R & Dave M are happy to take bikes up. Let Don know if you want to join… See magazine for other events in magazine. 
Christmas lunch - Any ideas? Cudlee Creek Hotel? Let's do it!...  Steve discusses Eudunda which lands on Remembrance Day… Judging 
- winner will be decided by group consensus… 
RAFFLE:  $2 for  1 ticket, $5 for  3 tickets. Raised $79.  Winner : D82 - Dave York - 6 pack of Spanish beer. 
Meeting closed at 9:20. 
 
 

Meeting 215  03/09/18  
 
 

OPENING: Steve, on behalf of Don, opened the meeting at 8:20pm, and welcomed members.  
PRESENT: Total: 16... Committee:  Steve Richter, Jerome Munchenberg, Neil Gloyn, Lyndi Tietz, Murray Norton, Ian De Laine... 
Members: etc ... Apologies: Don Hosier, Dave Rocklyn, Dave Meldrum, Dan … Visitors: n/a.  
PRESIDENT: Steve Welcome… BBQ tonight raised $34. Well done.  
TREASURER: In: $239.90 ($79 raffle + member ships), Out: $30 (Lyndi) + $40 hire, Balance: $2,204.36, Kitty $40… Next month 
Federation fees of $50… Took in $20 for log books 
SECRETARY:  2x membership renewals... Oily Rag... State Library wants to know where our  mag has gone... Club insurance 
renewal...  
WEB ADMIN: n/a  
CLUB CAPTAIN:  Steve repor ts on behalf on Dave M… 9-10 Nortons + Z-Owners at last ride to Birdwood Museum, then pub at 
Cudlee Creek and negotiated the Xmas Lunch Ride… Next ride 16th September Southern Coast 
EDITOR:  n/a  
REGALIA:  A few bits and pieces… Dealing with health issues...   
REGISTRAR:  Ian has run out of log books… Dave also running thin… This will be last meeting Ian can attend this year due a change 
in work schedule 
FEDERATION:  Meeting 2 weeks ago… $50 subscription fee handed to treasurer, Neil… 3 more applications for club membership 
approved… Seeking pictures of 60-70s vehicles for website… Excellent website, BTW....  
LIBRARIAN:  The Oily Rag, manuals, etc 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  Excellent turnout of Nor tons and Zeds with very positive comments from the Birdwood Mill itself and 
the public… Would be great to get a similar turnout on 4th November at Macclesfield (10-3) - Ian will send out an email later… Will be a 
busy month with the Eudunda show on as well… Club presented a card for Lyndi wishing her speedy recovery from a broken pelvis… 
Rick updates on Paul Knapp; Paul is in palliative care and has gone down a bit but has his wits about him. All the best Paul, and onya 
Rick for heading over for a visit at the QEH… Lyndi thanks Steve for organising the BBQ and happy 50th birthday for tomorrow.  
RAFFLE: $2 for  1 ticket, $5 for  3 tickets. Raised $52.   
Winner: D51  - Cossi was the winner but gifts the Shiraz to Steve as a birthday present.  
CLOSED:  Meeting closed at 8:45 
 
  
  



Have you got an interesting Norton, be it a race bike, custom, or  
early model?  Or do you just want to show off your pride & joy? 

Why not bring it along to a Club meeting and tell us a bit about it?   
Wheel it into the club room for all to see and drool over 

Oi!  You lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 



  

 Date    Ride 10:00am   Start Point 

  

 26th-28th October  Kenny Blake Festival  Details TBA 

     of Motorcycling   Check www.nmcsa.org 

     Strathalbyn     

     www.kennyblakestrathalbyn.com.au 

 

 18th November  Xmas Lunch    Cudlee Creek Tavern 

     Check www.nmsca.org  2121 Gorge Rd 

 

 16th December  Barossa    Shell servo 

              Gawler 

 

 13th January  Southern Vales   Stirling Hotel 

          52 Mount Barker Rd 

           

 

 

Check out the calendar on www.nmsca.org  

for further details 

For Sale/Wanted 

 

Wanted JOE SEIFERT CS650 After any magazine articles and pictures  

  Dave Meldrum Ph:  0423 191 620 

 

Wanted 16H or Big-4 parts 1937-1947  Sample list below, but interested in all appropriate/period  

  parts/ components in small or large lots:   Smiths 80mph speedo and bracket, Front wheel 

  speedo drive gearbox, Tool box, Dolls Head gearbox complete or any serviceable compo 

  nents, any other fasteners (especially engine/gearbox), odds & sods or “period” 16H or Big-4 

  components.  Also complete or parts for late Model 50 engine (alternator) or similar era ES2/

  Model 19 also considered. Steve Adkins Ph: 0434 564 662 Email:Akins_s@bigpond.com 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2018 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

For further information, ring the Club Captain @  

 

0423 191 620 


