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Cover photo: 

A riders-eye view of John’s rockin’ ES2.  Yes, I’m a bit 

obsessed with this bike 

 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, classifieds, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact the editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 

WEBSITE: www.nmcsa.org 
 

MEETINGS  held on the 1st Monday of the month, 8.00pm start 
NO  MEETING  IN  JANUARY  and on Public Holidays 

 when the meeting will be held on the following Monday 



President’s Blurb 

   

  Dear Members, 

 

  The end is nigh!  The end of 2018, that is.  And what a year it has been for our 

little club, with highs and lows, but we’re seeing it off on a high. 

   

  The Club Xmas lunch was good fun, the Cudlee Creek Tavern is a decent venue 

and you certainly can’t complain about having a go on Gorge Rd just to get there.  

I reckon everyone had a good time, most of you were settling in for a long after-

noon enjoying the band by the time I left.  Something tells me we’ll be heading 

back there in the future. 

   

  Speaking of the future, have you seen the 

new models being released by Norton Mo-

torcycles in Donnington?  Pretty cool stuff!  

Sure, I don’t think we’ll see the $80,000 V4 RR at a Club meeting anytime 

soon, but it’s not unthinkable to see a couple Atlas’s running around Ad-

elaide next year.  When compared to the popular 803cc Ducati Scrambler 

‘Café Racer’, which sells for upwards of $17k and produces almost 10 

less BHP, the Atlas could well prove to be a big seller, and at 650cc, may 

also be learner legal.  By the way, does anyone else see styling similarities 

between the new Atlas models and the old Rotax powered Norton 

C652SM built by Joe Seifert back in 1998? 

 

  More on the future, the Classic Owners MCC recently asked all local 

clubs to meet up to discuss a possible ‘Festival Of Motorcycling’ event in 

2020.  Steve R and I attended the meeting and the idea is intriguing.  A 

rough proposal is to hold a week-long schedule involving many clubs, 

with several events ranging from a track day, daily rides to different are-

as, and culminating with ‘Classics At Hart’ show at Port Adelaide.  We will 

meet again in February, after those involved have had a chance to chat 

with their respective clubs.  The NMCSA being a small club who struggle 

to organize a sausage sizzle, we were thinking of doing a mid-week ride, 

for all Festival attendees to enjoy.  If there’s one thing we’re good at, it’s 

riding and stopping for a break at pubs. 

 

  And my future?  Well, I’ve finally admitted defeat.  It’s painfully obvious to me that life is getting in the way of 

me putting the Commando back on the road myself.  Hell, I can’t even find time to take up fellow Club members 

on their offers to help.  So I’m actually going to… *Gulp*… pay someone to do the final bits and pieces and get 

me riding again.  Even my wife Megan offered to pay for it to get done over a year ago, but I insisted I needed to 

do it myself.  Nah, the need to ride is greater than my pride. 

   

  Also, over the past year or so, during my family’s renovations, house moves, and more renovations, I’ve been 

simplifying my stable.  The only old bike that is left in my garage now is the Commando.  As I barely have time to 

keep that on the road, I decided it was more important to have one beautiful bike running, rather than have sev-

eral not running.  I have kept my modern enduro bike, and will be purchasing a modern road bike in the new 

year as well.  Of course, my interpretation of ‘modern’ is fairly loose, anything from the last 25 years is high tech 

for me.  But first, the Norton will be sorted, and I can finally get out on some rides with you mongrels once 

again.  An extra bonus to selling some bikes was that one of the buyers, Matt, is now a member of our Club.  He 

and his dad have some amazing skills that they have used to rebuild a Yamaha XS650 into a stunning café racer.  

They purchased my collection of Yammy XT500 stuff and have already started rebuilding one of them, I look for-

ward to seeing what they do.  At the end they’ll have at least two complete bikes done, maybe I’ll buy one back.  

And hey, Matt will be looking for a new project once that is done, and me thinks a Norton is in their future!   

   

  Your Pres, The Editor, 

 

  Donald 

 

 



Norton Motorcycles New Models 

 

  Norton Motorcycles has released some exciting new models, and two of 

them look to sell for under $20,000AUD!  The Atlas uses a Norton developed 

650cc parallel twin engine, claiming 84bhp at 11,000RPM, tune for rideabil-

ity and torque.  There will be two variants of the Atlas, the Ranger and the 

Nomad, distinguished mostly by cosmetic differences.  The Ranger, a scram-

bler styled bike, will have a 19” front wheel, bash plate and high front mud-

guard, with more ground clearance and suspension travel.  While the Nomad 

is more road oriented with an 18” front wheel and a low mudguard, among 

other minor details.  Both will run a 17” rear wheel.  The idea is to offer a 

true ‘every day’ bike, and Norton say they are designed to handle going dirt 

roads and a bit of “green laning”.  While a high-teens price tag may be a bit 

much much for a 650cc twin, the Atlas is still built with all the top shelf components that have become expected 

from Donnington, and of course, are hand-built with attention to detail. 

  I, for one, am looking forward to seeing these in the flesh, it’s a good looking machine.  While I’m not one to 

spend that much on a new bike, I think this is a good move for Norton and hope this model becomes a big seller 

for them. 

  At the other end of Norton’s model range is the new V4 RR.  It uses a fully adjustable, with the Norton devel-

oped 200bhp 1200cc V4 engine as a structural member.  Geometry, weight distribution & ergonomics were test-

ed and developed while racing at the Isle Of Man TT (ahem, finishing seventh in 2016 with a 131mph lap aver-

age, on their SG5 race bike piloted by SA’s very own Davo Johnson).  The bodywork is all carbon fibre, with a Mo-

toGP style underseat fuel tank, and the bike features a host of electronic equipment, including full ‘fly-by-wire’ 

system, multi-setting traction control, 

wheelie control, launch control, cruise con-

trol, Road/Sport/Pro-Race engine modes, 

‘quickshift’ system, and full data-logging 

capability including: lap times, max lean an-

gle, max speed, max throttle and max brak-

ing force.  Phew!  And I thought my Com-

mando was high tech after replacing the 

points ignition with a Boyer Bransden and 

running a solid-state regulator.  Well, at 

$80,000AUD, I suppose you better get some 

fancy stuff with your new bike. 

 

  Exciting times indeed for Norton fans. 

The Atlas Ranger, built for a spot of ‘green laning’, with more suspension travel, 
a bash plate and high mudguard. 

And the Atlas Nomad, more street oriented, with an 18” front wheel, low front 
guard and lower seat height.  Both models also feature switchable ABS and 

multi-mode traction control systems 



Have you got your ear to the ground?  Got a firm grasp on the Norton grapevine?  
Whatever the news, if it’s Norton related, we want to know.   

New parts available, Australian classic racing campaigns, what have you.   
Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 
Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 

  I arrived at the Caltex petrol station at the ‘top of taps’ 

to find a line up of bikes and was hopeful we were go-

ing to have a good turnout but much to my disappoint-

ment it was the Cruiser Club out for a ride.  Whilst fill-

ing up at the bowser one of their members walked over 

to have a chat about my bike.  He is on the lookout for 

a Mark 3 so a possible future member.  Whilst chatting 

with him he said they had been to the Kenny Blake 

event on the Saturday and were very disappointed. 

  I waited at the weighbridge until 10:10am and decided 

there was no-one else coming (the joys of being club 

captain) so headed off on a leisurely ride through the 

hills, down to Meadows and over to Strathalbyn. 

  Arrived at the oval to find a fantastic selection of bikes 

around the perimeter of the oval (not part of the event) 

and the few bike displays were disappointing, whilst the 

centre of the oval had been focused on a more car 

friendly event.  I just hoped if this is going to be on the 

calendar yearly that future planning will be more motor-

cycle focused.  After chatting with a few motorcycle en-

thusiast friends whilst wandering the oval outer were all 

of the same opinion.  BUT that’s just the thoughts of a 

grumpy old Norton Rider. 

  On the way up to the oval I came across a crash scene 

where some poor rider had come of his/her bike, by the 

amount of plastic bits scattered over the road I’m of the 

opinion it must have been a modern bike.  Thankfully I 

did not see anyone laying on the road and looked like it 

might have been ‘just’ a dropped bike, no other vehicle  

involved.  Seeing this certainly brings you back to the 

reality that while we love riding our bikes, at any mo-

ment it can all turn ugly and I have to admit the pace 

after seeing the carnage was a good bit slower!    

Dave M    

The Classic Owners Club ‘Mods & Rockers’ - 13th October 2018 

 

  The Classic Owners Motorcycle Club held a bike show at Semaphore to celebrate the look/era of the Mods and 

Rockers of the 60’s.  This event was scheduled (not intentionally) just after the passing of our late member Paul 

Knapp, who was also in the Classic Owners, and as Paul was held in high regard within their club the show was 

dedicated to Paul.  I thought this a terrific gesture of them and thought it well worth a visit.  I arrived at the show 

just after mid-day but not knowing it was a morning event was disappointed to find most of the bikes had moved 

on, a couple of nice Triumph Bonneville’s, a handful of scooters and a couple of 70’s era Jap bikes still on show 

made it worth the ride.  Whilst never being a scooter fan I must give credit to a couple of ‘resto’ jobs that looked 

very well done and one late 60’s Bonny that would be very nice in the collection! (Bucket list bike).  I bumped into 

Club member Trev out on his triumph and he told me I had missed a great show with Paul’s wife and son min-

gling through the crowd to say thanks, that only added to the disappointment of being late and not one Norton 

to ogle so no rose amongst the thorns!!  Anyway the weather was perfect for a ride and a couple of bikes to look 

at made it all worth it. I thought it Fantastic of the Classic Owners to dedicate this show to Paul, a big well done 

to them.  He certainly was a great club Member to all three S.A. old bike cubs and is certainly missed.     Dave M      

 

Kenny Blake Festival of Motorcycling - October 28th 2018 

A life-sized statue of Kenny on his RG500 was unveiled at the corner 
of High and Grey Streets.  It is made out of mechanical bits & pieces, 

welded together to make an absolutely stunning piece 



Barossa Valley Classic Motorcycle Club - 21st October 2018 

  Whilst not on our club calendar, I asked for any interest to see if members would like to go to the Barossa Valley 

Classic Motorcycle Club rally for a look.  A start-off point of the Shell in Gawler with a pick up spot at William-

stown coffee shop.   

  I arrived to see Ray and his trusty dominator looking all flash in the sun (that’s the Dommy, not Ray) waiting for 

me.  This only frustrated me as I had been waiting for a 

couple of weeks for the barrels being bored for my Dom-

my, or else it could have been a ‘featherbed ride’ day 

bringing back memories of when we would get more Domi-

nators than Commandos on club rides, ‘o dear the good 

old days’.  We set off through the back of Gawler, over to 

Cockatoo Valley and into Williamstown to pull up outside 

of the closed coffee shop!!  Darn sign on the door says no 

longer open on Sundays so a quick detour to the deli 

across the road from the pub that also has a small area to 

get the coffee fix and it was a good one too!  Through the 

hills to Springton, Angaston and into the back of Nurioopta 

to the lawns outside of the bowls club.   

  A small gathering of bikes compared to the numbers the 

rally used to attract but this seems to be the sign of the 

times with the older bikes.  As one of our club sponsors 

said, the old guys are getting too old, too frail, too weak to be able to kick start these old bikes these days, no 

joy in getting old!  A wide variety of bikes on display from 

old to new, a couple of 70’s jap bikes that seem to be 

gaining in popularity, a very nice Kawasaki 900 (is there 

such a thing?) and a couple of very nice Nortons, one be-

ing club member Thelma’s Dommy, a well-used single 

and a stunning 500 twin.  This bike sounded just as nice 

as it looked with its original mufflers, the photos will not 

do it any justice.  After a hour or so looking over the en-

tries and catching up with some old mates we headed off 

home down through Tanunda, Lyndoch, Gawler and 

home, another great day out on the Norton, good mates 

and great bikes.  Does it get any better?  Dave M 



HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  
Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  
Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 

       SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES & SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

 
Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 

Murray’s Britbikes 
(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 
Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   
 Mobile:   0408 833 511    
 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 

 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 
Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 

Oi!  You lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 



Club Xmas Lunch - 18th September 2018 

 
  We held this years Xmas lunch somewhere we’ve not been before, the 

Cudlee Creek Tavern (www.cudleecreektavern.com.au).  The food and 

service was good, the atmosphere great, and what better setting for a 

bunch of motorcyclists than Gorge Rd!  Thanks for choosing this one, 

Molly!   

  Rocking up at 12pm sharp, I was greeted by a selection of Nortons, 

while Club Registrar, Ian D, decided to treat us to the sound of his 

Ducati Monster for a change.  John & Janice came bellowing through 

the gorge on their raucous ES2 with an open mega, and eventually Bar-

ry showed up on his yellow Commando, after tending to some of his 

vineyards nearby.  A good chin-wag out the front, while other non-

Norton riders stopped in to admire proper machinery, and then we 

were ushered in to order our food.   

  One of the owner’s father and brother were heavily involved in mo-

torcycle racing, and she’s hung plenty of classic photos of their ex-

ploits both in Australia and abroad.  Looks like they were Norton fans 

as well, as evidenced by a few shots of Manx’s. 

  Following lunch we raffled off some grog, and then settled in out the 

back patio for an excellent live band. 

  Big thanks to Dave for picking the venue, I for one wouldn’t mind 

going back, and also to Lyndi for having our tables so nicely adorned 

with Norton livery and for generally being a top chick.  We’d be lost 

without ya, Lyndi. 

Ed 

Clockwise from the top:  Nortons gathered in front of the 
pub.  Founding member, Rick, ready to roll.  Some photos 
of the publican’s family racing their Nortons.  Molly and 
Lin enjoying the ride 



Clockwise from left:  Eddy doing some 
“pub-side” repairs.  A Club favourite 
(alright, my favourite), John’s ES2.  
Another photo adorning the walls of the 
Tavern, excellent taste in that family.  
John & Janice ride out! 
Centre: The gang, all smiles. 



 

 

Meeting 216  08/10/18 
 

 
OPENING:  Don opened the meeting at 8:10pm, welcomed member s 
PRESENT:  Total: 16  Committee: Don Hosier , Jerome Munchenberg, Neil Gloyn, Dave Rocklyn  Members: (Refer  attendance 
book)  Apologies: Lyndi Tietz, Ian De Laine, Murray Norton, (See Tony) Peter Sinfield, Peter Marshall  Visitors: Matt King 
PRESIDENT:  Welcome… New member Matt King, 30, is our youngest member. Welcome aboard. Matt purchased Don’s XT500, and 
Don somehow managed to talk him into joining. Woot! Matt recently finished the build of his Yamaha XS650 
TREASURER: In: $197.07 (Inc interest), Out: $140.00 (log books, room hire, etc), Balance: $2,2641.00 
SECRETARY:  Nothing to repor t… Fella not here, so mail drop isn’t either… Anything received via email I 
have forwarded to the NMCSA mailing list 
WEB ADMIN:  Nothing to repor t… Need to upload latest Energette 
CLUB CAPTAIN:  Dave Rocklyn (Captain on behalf of Dave M) reports August r ide was a bit cold, but good.  See detailed re-
port in the magazine… Dave M reports Birdwood run was excellent.  Barossa Valley Classic Club has their show on the 21st Oct.  Next 
ride is the Kenny Blake weekend on the 28th Oct at Strath.  Xmas lunch slated for the 18th Nov at the Gorge Hotel - Do we want to do a 
ride from Hazelwood Park? Hell, yes! 
EDITOR:  Edition 116 is now out.  Letter  tech session from Tony about Alton star ter .  Photos from Distinguished Gentleman's 
Ride.  A few club ride reports… And more! 
REGALIA:  N/A 
REGISTRAR:  25 new log books 
FEDERATION:  N/A 
LIBRARIAN:  N/A 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  Paul Knapp’s funeral last Friday.  Crew met at the pub beforehand.  His son did an excellent eulogy.  It was a 
great tribute.  Paul was very active in a number of clubs.  He will be a great loss to the motorcycling community.  Thanks to everyone 
who was able to make it.  Dave M and Don provide some reminiscences of the man and his love of bikes, run ins with the law, and his 
quiet ongoing contributions to the club.  Classic Owners are putting on the Mods and Rockers on Sat 13th Oct - they will dedicate it to 
Paul Knapp.  4th Nov is the Lions Classic M/C Show at Macclesfield.  10th Feb is the All British Day.  16-17th Feb Sellicks Beach - they 
now have a $60 one-day pass.  Barry was wandering around the MC shop on Magill Road - salesman says Norton has released a V4, sold 
6 at $80k each.  Dave R states Bay to Birdwood was good, they did a sensible route this time, minimal traffic lights, and opportunities to 
pass and stop.  Good weather.  Eudunda show on the 11th Nov.  New rule - entrants will judge each other! 
RAFFLE:  $2 for  1 ticket, $5 for  3 tickets. Raised $41.90. Winner : D72 Neil G - Norton Lager 6 pack 
CLOSED:  Meeting closed at 8:45 
 
 

Meeting 217  05/11/18  
 
 

OPENING:  Don opened the meeting at 8:07pm, and welcomed member s. 
PRESENT: Total: 21.  Committee: Don Hosier , Jerome Munchenberg, Neil Gloyn, Dave Meldrum, Dave Rocklyn, Lyndi Tietz. 
Members: (Refer attendance book) Apologies: Ian De Laine, Murray Norton.  Visitors: Andre (‘73 MkII) - New member! 
PRESIDENT: Welcome… New member Andre has a ‘73 MkII. 
TREASURER: In: $?, Out: ?, Balance: $2,297.30 + $77.00 float. 
SECRETARY: N/A 
WEB ADMIN:  Couple of old member s told to go check the web site 
CLUB CAPTAIN: Classic Owners had Mods & Rocker s show at Semaphore. Apparently a really good turn out.  Barossa Classic 
Club Show and ride.  Corner coffee shop at Williamstown no longer open on Sundays. Good looking freshly restored 500cc.  Key Black 
Show.  18th November is the Club Xmas Lunch. Short ride if you want from Hazelwood Park. Band will start up outside at 2pm.  Dave 
won’t be here for December meeting but next ride is Dec 16th up to Barossa. No meeting in January but there will be a Hills Ride from 
Hazelwood Park 20th January.  Club will also ride to All British Day from Hazelwood Park 
EDITOR:  N/A 
REGALIA: Nothing new made up, except Cosi’s jacket is here. Do we want anything more? Nope 
REGISTRAR: Since rules have changed 8,000 new vehicles have joined the scheme. Now reaching 25,000 vehicles 
FEDERATION: N/A 
LIBRARIAN: N/A 
GENERAL BUSINESS: Don-Yesterday’s show at Macclesfield was great! Very relaxed. Norton Club stand was good. Would be nice 
to have more in the swap meet but it was very pleasant walking around and admiring the bikes on show.  Owen - Classic Owners wonder-
ing if we are interested in the 2020 Motorcycling Festival. Eudunda show this weekend, Sunday 11th. Casual and informal with entrants 
doing the judging. Don - December BBQ. Don to get meat, Ray to handle salad. Start at 6.30 
RAFFLE: $2 for  1 ticket, $5 for  3 tickets. Raised $102.70. Winner : D99 Steve wins the por t. A10, Dave Veitch wins the beer .  
CLOSED: Meeting closed at 8:25. 
 
 
  
  



Have you got an interesting Norton, be it a race bike, custom, or  
early model?  Or do you just want to show off your pride & joy? 

Why not bring it along to a Club meeting and tell us a bit about it?   
Wheel it into the club room for all to see and drool over 

Oi!  You lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 

Goings-on About the Place    

 

 

 Date   Event      Details 

 

  

 20th January  Hahndorf Lions Swapmeet   Hahndorf Oval 6am—1pm 

 

 10th February  35th All British Day    http://www.allbritishday.com/ 

 

 16-17th Feb 2019 Sellicks Beach Historic Motorcycle Races www.levismcc.asn.au 

 

 

 



  

 Date    Ride     Start Point 

  

 26th-28th October  Kenny Blake Festival  Details TBA 

     of Motorcycling   Check www.nmcsa.org 

     Strathalbyn     

     www.kennyblakestrathalbyn.com.au 

 

 18th November  Xmas Lunch    Cudlee Creek Tavern 

     Check www.nmsca.org  2121 Gorge Rd 

 

 16th December  Barossa    Shell servo 

              Murray St, Gawler 

 

 20th January  Hills Ride    Hazelwood Park    

          Greenhill Rd 

  

 10th February  All British Day Ride  Hazelwood Park 

          Greenhill Rd 

               

           

 

Check out the calendar on www.nmsca.org  

for further details 

For Sale/Wanted 

 

Wanted JOE SEIFERT CS650 After any magazine articles and pictures  

  Dave Meldrum Ph:  0423 191 620 

 

Wanted 16H or Big-4 parts 1937-1947  Sample list below, but interested in all appropriate/period  

  parts/ components in small or large lots:   Smiths 80mph speedo and bracket, Front wheel 

  speedo drive gearbox, Tool box, Dolls Head gearbox complete or any serviceable compo 

  nents, any other fasteners (especially engine/gearbox), odds & sods or “period” 16H or Big-4 

  components.  Also complete or parts for late Model 50 engine (alternator) or similar era ES2/

  Model 19 also considered. Steve Adkins Ph: 0434 564 662 Email:Akins_s@bigpond.com 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2018/19 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

For further information, ring the Club Captain @  

 

0423 191 620 


