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Rockys Fastback and an Interceptor.  Our 

neighbours for the ABD 2019 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, classifieds, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact the editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 

WEBSITE: www.nmcsa.org 
 

MEETINGS  held on the 1st Monday of the month, 8.00pm start 
NO  MEETING  IN  JANUARY  and on Public Holidays 

 when the meeting will be held on the following Monday 



President’s Blurb 

   

  Dear Members, 

 

  My door is always open, folks.  If you’re ever out for a ride in my area, please feel free to drop in and say hi.  

Club member Bill did just that, to have a talk about his new vehicle,  but was in for a bit of shock.  My wife an-

swered the door and let him in, as I was up 3 levels of scaffolding, painting the ceiling and beams.  Being a 40+ 

day and working well above the reach of the AC, I’d removed my shorts.  Poor Bill didn’t know where to look 

when he walked into the room, I’m sure it was a sight.  Megan was little help, laughing like a hyena, soon to be 

joined by Eliza pointing giggling “Daddy’s in his jocks!”  Thanks family.  So ya, you’re always welcome, just let 

me get my pants on. 

  Another late issue due to computer problems, I apologise.  This time I had to take my new laptop in for warran-

ty work.  I almost reverted back my ‘zine publishing highschool days of cutting and pasting the February issue 

together (the old fashioned literal method with paper, scissors and paste).  I suppose that would suit us, consid-

ering the Norton Commando was hobbled together with bits and pieces to keep the great company going until 

they could develop a new model. 

  Speaking of the making of the Commando, Bob Trigg passed away recently.  Bob was one of the main engi-

neers, along with Bernard Hooper and Dr Stefan Bauer, who developed the Isolastic system to deal with the 750cc 

twin vibration issues.  We have him to thank for the Commando being one of, if not the, finest riding British 

bikes out there (ahem, Harley also adopted the Isolastic system not long after Norton closed shop.) 

  The club had a great day at Echunga again this year.  Our entries were a bit low but plenty of members rode to 

have a look.  Let’s get the bikes in the show next year, guys!  We met a few new Norton faces and saw lots of 

beautiful machines.  Check out pages 8 & 9 for more. 

  I’ve finally swallowed my pride and have taken my bike in to a professional to get finished and back on the 

road.  Hopefully I’ll be on a club ride in the next couple of months.  I’m looking forward to blasting around you 

lot again, I sure do miss it.  You’ll probably find me at your doorstep asking your missus if you can come out to 

play at random times.  But please, dress accordingly. 

   

  Your Pres, The Editor, 

 

  Donald 

 

 

Left:  One of Nortons less 
risqué Commando adverts, 
this one encouraging you to 
cut out the engine and 
drivetrain and pin to the 
frame to demonstrate how 
the Isolastics work.   
Behold! The revolution! 

Far left:  A young Bob 
Trigg not shaking his fill-
ings out, thanks to his own 
design. 



  I used to be a regular at the old bike races but have 

been slack of late so thought the South Oz Historic 

Championships would be a good start to get back into 

it.   Was all keen ready to go, had the bike sorted and 

packed ready for the off, all I needed was the weather 

to settle down as the week leading up to the race had 

temperatures up in the 40's, but forecast for 

Friday was 41.  So gear off the bike and in the back of 

the car!  Yep, chickened out at the last minute.  The 

past couple of years I have ridden in 43 degrees and 40 

degrees and well and truly over that, getting too old for 

that lark these days.  Headed off Friday morning, 

thought I'd do an easy drive down to the Mount going 

through the Adelaide hills.  The temperature in the hills 

was 38, once over the hills onto the flat still 39, while 

driving through Coonalpyn 41 and it's not even mid-day 

yet,  just hoped it would not affect the races.  Stopped 

at the Naracoorte pub for a drink and the barmaid tells 

me its 38 outside and Mount Gambier is only 100 kms 

away.  I was beginning to think this would certainly be a 

problem at the track, but as I drove into the town it was 

raining, and I had the wipers on the second speed!  Just 

have to throw your hands up with the weather these 

days.   

  Went straight to the track to catch the end of the days 

practice session and the ground is bone dry.  After a 

couple of hours headed into town to the caravan park 

and met a chap who had ridden up from Adelaide but 

through the Coorong, he did it in short hops and was 

exhausted, so glad I chickened out of the ride down.  I 

settled into the RSL to replenish spent fluids and hit the 

sack ready for an early start but was woken around 2am 

with pouring rain, the gutters in the park flowing with 

water.   

  Arrived at the track around 9 thinking I was going to 

catch the first race only to find it was the second quali-

fying  race and it had been stopped due to a rider com-

ing down and having to be loaded into the ambulance.  

Couldn't help feel sorry for the poor guy - the South Oz 

championship and you drop out before even getting a 

race in.  Had a walk around the pits, caught up with 

some mates, a couple still riding the same bikes from 

years back and also noticed the absence of old bikes.  I 

don't know if it was just this meeting but where it used 

to be Nortons, Triumphs, Ariels etc., it was mostly Japa-

nese bikes and a big turn up of Period 5 and 6 (Jap Mul-

tis).  One group that took me by surprise was of 500 

single Yamahas, and how quick they have these things 

going!  Most running open pipes so even sounded good 

as well.  Our club member Dan had his stable of Nor-

tons looking great.  The sight of his transporter with 

the Norton logo on the side, and his Dunstall and Inter 

race bikes set up on their stands make a fantastic shed 

poster!  Both bikes running strong and sounded great 

all weekend with Dan taking home some of the shiny 

stuff as well.  One of the draw cards for me was the 

"hand shifters", that's Harleys and Indians and as I'm 

also an Indian enthusiast was interested in how any-

body could get these old girls to go quick.  After watch-

ing a couple of these races I was surprised, and chat-

ting with the owners sounds like it is not a big job to 

'hot ,em up.'  Club sponsor Murray from Murray's Brit 

Bikes was racing on a Harley WLA and did well also.  I 

had a chat with Murray and he explained the track has 

just been re-surfaced and widened, but the way it has 

been done the original racing lines have been kept, and 

Historic Motor Cycle Racing Register of SA 

2018 State Championships - Mac Park - 29/12/18 to 30/13/18 

Words & Pics by Dave M 

One of the all conquering Molnar Manxs’ 
owned and raced by Greg Watkins 

NMCSA member, Dan, travels in 
style with his Dommie and Inter in 
the back of this trailer 



after watching the Period 6 bikes 

I'm sure new track records will be 

set.  I have to admit, usually when 

the 'Jap' Multis race starts I head to 

the bar or the loo, but this year 

their events seemed to have a lot of 

interest so I watched a couple and 

the sight of these things coming 

onto the start/stop straight and 

pick the front wheel about 4 inches 

off the ground AND holding it at 

that height for almost the length of 

the straight was pretty impressive.  

A couple of bikes really held my in-

terest, one being a ES2 in a single 

tube frame.  This bike is owned by a 

young fellow Nick Stone, his bike 

was very quick and seemed to han-

dle well for what looked to be only minor modifica-

tions.  I sure would like a look in that motor!  And also 

a couple of Manxs, 350 and 500, owned by Greg Wat-

kins, these bikes with Greg on board just made it look 

so easy.  I don't think they were beaten all weekend if 

my memory is correct.  I think Greg has won a couple 

of our sponsored races when the club used to do things 

like that.   

  I think the next 'classics at Mac park are in March, it's 

worth the ride down as long as it's not 38/40 de-

grees  All up a great week end of racing end even the 

weather cooled off.  

Have you got your ear to the ground?  Got a firm grasp on the Norton grapevine?  
Whatever the news, if it’s Norton related, we want to know.   

New parts available, Australian classic racing campaigns, what have you.   
Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 
Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 

And a note from the HMCRRSA…. 
 
I thought you and your Norton Club members would be keen to know that at our recent State Titles on 29th and 30th, Greg 
Watkins with his immaculate brace of Molnar Manx Nortons, dominated the Classic Junior (350cc) and Senior (500cc) races 
and the “Bob Jolly Memorial” event for pre-1963 singles up to 500cc. 
Regards,  
Trevor Henderson 
Secretary HMCRRSA  
 
South Aussie racer, Dan Gleeson, didn’t  pull up too shabby either, grabbing a 2nd and 6th in several classes.  
For a full list of results, check out the HMCRRSA website at www.historicmotorcycleracing.org  -  Ed 
 

Nick Stones’ surprisingly quick ES2.  Boy would I 
like to have a bo-peep inside this machine! 

Dans’ lovely, and fast, Norton Dommie and International 



Barossa Valley Run  - 16th December, 2018 

  Woke to the sound of rain on the bedroom window 

and thought “How does that work, two days ago rode 

home from NSW in 38 Degree temperature and now its 

pouring.  This will sort out the big brave Norton riders 

for sure.”  Pulled the waterproof gear on and pushed the 

commando out of the shed into a steady rain, I have 

just recently put new pistons in the Atlas and wanted to 

take her but this might have been a bit too long a ride 

first up. I like to do a couple of short runs then torque 

down the nuts and bolts.   

  Out the back of Tea Tree Gully and past the old Snake 

Gully scramble track, the old girl was purring.  I don't 

know what it is with the damp weather and the old pom-

my bikes, they just seem to love it, maybe it's in their 'genes', or maybe the air filter is partially blocked and they 

are a tad richer?  Who knows.  The rain petered out just as I rode into the back of Gawler and I have to admit I 

was hoping that no one had turned up so I could go home and take the Atlas for a spin.  As I slowed down to pull 

into the servo two bikes were sitting in wait, Ray with his Dommie and Con on the SS.  Darn it, I should have rid-

den the Atlas that, would have been great.  Three Dominators on a ride brings back memories of when we would 

get more F/Beds than Commandos out for a run.  It was great to see Con out and about again just a pity the Bug-

ga won't polish that poor old 650SS.   

  After a quick chat it was out the back of Gawler over to Cockatoo Valley through Williamstown, past the 'Corner 

Shop Bakery' (that was not open the last time we went that way, the shop had a sign saying it's not open on Sun-

days any more), over to Mount Pleasant for a coffee and a chat.  But a bit of drama as we rode into the town!  Rid-

ing into the town what looked like a tree branch laying across the road turned out to be a ramp off the back of a 

car trailer, made out of 150x60 RHS steel with the angle cross pieces in it, about 2 to 3 metres long.  It was no-

ticed a bit too late and Ray rode the 500 Dommie straight over the top of it.  It looked real 'speccy' from behind, 

both Ray and Norton jumping about a foot in the air!  The scramble boys would have been impressed and take 

into account Rays bike is fitted with flat bars, well done.  I think Ray must have raced scrambles at one time!  

Both Con and I watched it all so we were able to ride around it.  When we pulled up outside the coffee shop a 

VERY close inspection did not reveal any damage to bike or rider, I think we should give Ray the nickname of Evil 

Knievel.  Had a coffee and chat  and watched the parade of bikes coming and going with one large group being 

The modern Triumph club, maybe 20 or so rid-

ers and one of them a Norton club member out 

for a ride on his lesser machine.  A good com-

ment from Con who said that used to be the 

Norton club, what did we do wrong?  

  Coffee and excitement over, went to Angas-

ton, then Stockwell for a cold one, and headed 

for home down through Bethany where the rain 

caught up for 10 minutes or so, then a dry run 

into Lyndoch, once again Cockatoo Valley and 

into Gawler.  I said my farewells to Ray and Con 

and retraced my morning run past the old 

scramble track and five minutes away from 

home caught a glimpse of a Commando wind-

ing its way through the traffic at Golden Grove . 

Another great day out with the Norton club, 

pity more don't make it.  -  Dave M 



HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  
Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  
Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 

       SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES & SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

 
Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 

Murray’s Britbikes 
(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 
Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   
 Mobile:   0408 833 511    
 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 

 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 
Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 

Oi!  You lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 



All British Day 

Echunga - February 10th 2019 

Words & pics by Donald 

  Ah, the All British Day, the one event the NMCSA actually manages to attend consistently.  And we usually re-

member to bring everything, as well. 

  My morning started early, as I’d arranged to pick up Club Secretary, Jerome, and his JPN Commando.  I’d con-

vinced Jerome back in September to enter, enticing him with a lend of my trailer.  A week out from the event I 

asked him when he’d like to me drop it off, a blank stare is all I got.  He’d plum forgotten to enter, figuring he 

was probably just grinning and nodding at whatever his President had been blabbering on about at the time.  No 

worries, I wasn’t using my entry as the Commando has finally been dropped in to the shop to get the final touch-

es done and back on the road.  I pulled up to Summertown in the old Landy, and we got the JPN loaded and tied 

down securely.  After a quick coffee, off we went, headed for Echunga.  I figured the entrance to the freeway from 

Crafers is down hill so should give us enough run-up in the Landy to build sufficient momentum to carry us 

through to the Hahndorf exit.  That did the trick, and with the overdrive wailing like a banshee, we actually hit 

110kmh at one point.  Driving along at a good clip, no other vehicles visible, we came up over a crest and saw an 

MGA on the shoulder with its bonnet up.  Just as we were about to pass the first victim of the day, a Mini Moke 

passed us with little effort.  What a moment, RULE BRITANNIA! 

  We arrived just in time before they shut the gates to trailers, found Dave R waiting for us and proceeded to get 

unpacked and set up for the day.  Dave brought his Fastback and his 1935 BSA “Sellicks Sprinter”, which he was 

racing the following weekend at the Sellicks Beach Races.  Our neighbours for the day were a brace of beautiful 

Jensens. 

  We met a couple of potential new members, Kate & Richard have just moved here from England, and their 3 Nor-

tons on currently on the water making their way here!  A Commando, ES2 and a Dominator(?).  We should see 

them at the March meeting. 

  Just after setting up the tent and table, a couple, wearing Norton shirts, came around and introduced them-

selves.  They had brought two Norton rotaries with them!  Their 1990 racer was ridden by Robert Dunlop during 

the JPS Norton heydays, and they had a street bike as well.  I must say, these were the highlight of the day, not 

because they were Nortons, but can you think of anything in South Australia more rare than one of the handful of 

Norton rotary racers in the world?  The day, however, did not go well for the rotary and its owners.  Winning Best 

Bike, they started the racer up and pushed it to the winners circle, treating onlookers to the spectacular sound of 

the 500cc Wankel engine.  Suddenly, a ‘pop’ was heard and the bike burst into flames!  It took a while for an ex-

tinguisher to be found, but eventually the fire was put out.  Speaking to the owner, Steve, later on, it’s hoped the 

damage is mainly superficial.  He is confident it will be up and running again, but concerned about the history 

lost with the damaged body panels. 

  Aside from this heartbreaking incident, the event was well organized and a great success and this years theme 

of ‘British Racing Heritage’ certainly brought out some rare gems to the oval. 

Left: You don’t get 
to see, let alone hear,  
a genuine Norton 
RCW588 very often.  
The wail of the rota-
ry engine was a big-
ger draw than the 
ever popular RR 
Merlin engine.  De-
spite a tragedy near 
the end of the day,  I 
think we’ll be seeing 
this machine again 

A fine British duo.  
Jeromes JPN and its 

official transport 
vehicle, my Land 

Rover Series 3 



Clockwise from top left: Tasty Lotus Eclat in silver; Jeromes JPN drew crowds all day; 
the star of the show, a JPS Norton rotary ridden by Robert Dunlop, and its roadgoing 
cousin; exquisite MG interior; rebuilt and raced by Echunga local, Eric Cossich, this 
Flying W Wolseley Special Number 10 gets thrashed often.  A trailer queen it is not; a 
billy cart with an engine, that’s what this Ford Prefect based dragster is.  A plywood 
seat is all the driver gets in way of “comfort” 



Meeting 218  03/12/18 
 
 

OPENING: Don opened the meeting at 7:15pm, and welcomed member s. 
PRESENT: Total : 21... Committee : Don Hosier , Jerome Munchenberg, Neil Gloyn, Dave Rocklyn, Lyndi 
Tietz... Members : (Refer attendance book)... Apologies: Ian Delaine, Dave Meldrum… 
PRESIDENT Don (See notes) Xmas lunch was really good. Excellent venue, good band. Thanks to Lyndi for  
setting up table and doing the raffle… Thanks Dave M for recommending the venue... 
TREASURER: Neil In: $215.00 + $106.02 (3 x subs), Out: $40.00 (Room hire), Balance: $2,578.32 + $40.00 float. 
Thanks to those who have contributed financially to help out the club. 
SECRETARY: Jerome Nothing to repor t. 
WEB ADMIN: Dave R Couple of old members told to go check the web site… . 
CLUB CAPTAIN: Dave M Apologies but Dave is on the road… 
EDITOR: Don Edition 117 is now out… Xmas lunch report… Write up of new Nortons! 
REGALIA: Lyndi Nothing new in regalia. But when time is r ight we need some new stickers. See me for  raffle  
tickets - 6 pack of local beers & a Norton clock. We will do the draw while having the BBQ. 
REGISTRAR: Ian & Dave All running smoothly… Getting new members because of the new scheme… 
FEDERATION: Ian n/a. 
LIBRARIAN: Murray n/a. 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  Steve Adkins says ‘Hello, Merry Xmas & happy New Year’ from England… Dave Meldrum will 
be back for the last ride (Barossa)... New members, Ronan & Ann, with a Defender. 
RAFFLE: $2 for  1 ticket, $5 for  3 tickets. Raised $102.70. Winner : . 
CLOSED: Meeting closed at 7.22 

Hills Ride - 20/01/19 

  The week leading up to the first ride of the year was very hot, plus 40 for a couple of days and the weekend was 

only slightly better, so thought it would be best to try to keep out of the sun and pick some smaller heavily tree 

lined roads with shade. When I was ride captain in the past we would include the Hahndorf swap meet as part of 

the this ride and if we agreed to put 

the bikes on the oval as a display, free entry was granted, but I have lost my contact details so just decided to 

take the leafy roads. Due to no meeting in January it's up to the members to remember the date from the Decem-

ber meeting and as we don't have the 'club notes' in the Advertiser anymore, roll up was down to two Commando 

riders Barry M and myself.   

  A quick chat at Hazelwood Park and into the hills via Greenhill Road, up to Uraidla, across Rangeview Road and 

into the back of Stirling to pick up the 'Strath" road.  I had plans to turn off onto a small, winding back road at 

Aldgate that comes out at Mylor, but I hadn't been up that way for a while so missed the road.  But it didn't mat-

ter as the conditions made for great riding and decided to carry on to Strathalbyn via Echunga.  I have ridden 

through most parts of Australia and I still think the Adelaide hills are up near the top for scenic riding.  Once at 

Strath tried to find the new 'auto themed' coffee shop that is going to take the place of the old Garage Motorcy-

cles but it wasn't where I thought it was going to be so settled 

for a drink in the main square with the other 100 or so bike 

riders out for the day.  From Strath we back tracked down to 

Macclesfield and over to Wistow, around behind Mt Barker and 

into Nairne where I was shocked to see the old railway mainte-

nance sheds are 

being demolished, would have thought these would be herit-

age listed! Over to Brukunga, Mt Torrens and Birdwood, down 

the Chain of Ponds road and over to the Gorge to top up the 

fluids.  From here Barry and I went our separate ways and I 

headed back over to the Chain of Ponds for the ride home via 

Inglewood.  My plan of trying to keep in the shade nearly 

worked, trees became a bit sparse just before Strath but it all 

helped in a great days riding.  Dave M  

 



Oi!  You lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 

Robert Dunlop aboard the legendary Norton rotary RCW588 at Snetterton in 1992 



  

 Date    Ride     Start Point 

  

   

 17th March   Southern Ride   ‘Top o’ Taps’ 

          South Rd, O’Halloran Hill 

 

 28th April   Northern Ride   Kart Mania 

          Gepps Cross 

 

 19th May   Hills Ride    Hazelwood Park 

          Cnr Greenhill Rd & Howard Tce 

 

 16th June   Southern Ride   ‘Top o’ Taps’ 

          South Rd, O’Halloran Hill 

 

  !! Please note !!  Due to the amount of events being scheduled these days, the ride calendar could change to 
suit special occasions.  Check at club meetings, the NMCSA website, or with the Ride Captain 

              

Check out the calendar on www.nmsca.org  

for further details 

For Sale/Wanted 

 

Wanted Looking for a Norton to fulfil a lifelong dream.  Had many bikes over the years, now it’s time 

  for a proper machine.  Fairly tight budget, but let me know what you’ve got.  Contact Donald

  (the Pres) and he’ll pass on the info.  Thanks! 

 

Wanted JOE SEIFERT CS650 After any magazine articles and pictures  

  Dave Meldrum Ph:  0423 191 620 

 

Wanted 16H or Big-4 parts 1937-1947  Sample list below, but interested in all appropriate/period  

  parts/ components in small or large lots:   Smiths 80mph speedo and bracket, Front wheel 

  speedo drive gearbox, Tool box, Dolls Head gearbox complete or any serviceable compo 

  nents, any other fasteners (especially engine/gearbox), odds & sods or “period” 16H or Big-4 

  components.  Also complete or parts for late Model 50 engine (alternator) or similar era ES2/

  Model 19 also considered. Steve Adkins Ph: 0434 564 662 Email:Akins_s@bigpond.com 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2019 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

For further information, ring the Club Captain @  

 

0423 191 620 


