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A riders eye view from Rocky’s ‘dual purpose’ Fast-

back in the Flinders  

 

 

 

 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, classifieds, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact the editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 

WEBSITE: www.nmcsa.org 
 

MEETINGS  held on the 1st Monday of the month, 8.00pm start 
NO  MEETING  IN  JANUARY  and on Public Holidays 

 when the meeting will be held on the following Monday 



President’s Blurb 

   

  Dear Members,     

 

  Well, I suppose why stop a good thing, eh?  Our AGM has come and gone with 

little change to the committee.  I challenge you to spot the difference! 

  At the end of the 2018-19 financial year, our little club is healthy and on its way 

to its old, vibrant self again.  Thanks for all your support and welcome to the new 

members we’ve collected along the way. 

  I’d like to give a warm welcome to a new business advertising in The Energette 

this year, Lewis Instruments.  Steve Lewis specialises in refurbishing and repair-

ing chronometric instruments, so be sure give him a ring if your having troubles 

with your machines old “clocks”.  You’ll find his new ad on this page. 

  With 2019 being the 20th anniversary of the Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, I 

thought I’d dig through the archives and make issue #1 of The Energette available 

on our website.  Watch out for it in the next couple of days!  Over the next few 

months I’ll try to digitize other first year issues as best I can so you can enjoy a trip back through time.  It’s inter-

esting to see the number of British bike shops that were operating in Adelaide 15-20 years ago.  It seems only 

Murray’s Britbikes (formerly K&M British) has survived.  And we must thank Murray for his continuing support, as 

well as David from OK2F, from the very beginning our club.  Let’s not forget GC Tyres who have been supporting 

us for over 10 years and provide excellent service to the Adelaide motorcycling community. 

  Staying local, sort of, how good was it to see Murray’s son, David Johnson, on the podium at the Isle of Man!!!  

With his signature ‘Johnson’ ear to ear grin, it was exciting to see a genuinely great guy and great rider step up 

there and get his name permanently placed among so many other true legends.  Good on ya, Davo! 

  On the home front here, my Roadster is running!  A few small details such as getting the primary belt tension 

adjusted correctly are necessary, but it looks like I’ll be riding again very soon (knock on wood).  I can’t tell you 

how excited I am, and how much I’m looking forward to getting out on a ride with the Club again. 

 

   

  Your Pres, The Editor, 

 

  Donald 

For Sale/Wanted 

 

For Sale - 1973 850 Roadster - In great condition.  Recently been sleeved and 

rebored to original CC.  Totally reconditioned throughout, incl. wheel bearings, 

fork seals and bushes.  Original seat plus ‘King/Queen’ seat.  As an engineer, 

I’ve designed and built a mechanical head mount, as well as a removable rear 

carrier.  $15,000.   

Contact Mick 0412 345 387 or 0422 606 734 

 

 

For Sale - 1958 Model 19S engine in a ‘53 Dommie Featherbed chassis -  

Older restoration, tidy and presents well.  Very well looked after and starts 

readily.  $13,000 ONO 

Contact Greg Summerton  gregss@bigpond.com 

 

For Sale - Con has an ES2 and a 16H for sale.  If interested, please contact him 

through the Club 

 

Wanted - JOE SEIFERT CS650 After any magazine articles and pictures  

Dave Meldrum Ph:  0423 191 620 

 

LEWIS INSTRUMENTS 
 

SPECIALISING IN CHRONOMETRIC 
INSTRUMENT REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENTS 

 
Steve Lewis 

 
0431 679 424 

chronometrics@internode.on.net 
 

Vincent    Norton    Matchless    AJS    Triumph    BSA 



 

Southern Ride 16/06/19 

 

  As usual, the weather forecast for this ride was 

wrong, instead of a wet day we had bright sunshine 

the whole day even though it felt like freezing condi-

tions when I set off from home at 8.30.   

  I am not familiar with the back roads down in the 

southern area of the hills.  I asked if someone would 

lead the way on this ride and Neil was good enough 

to volunteer and lead us through some fantastic 

countryside, big thanks for that.  The most direct 

route into the hills from Top of Taps is through Chan-

dlers Hill.  Clarendon, while travelled often, still 

makes a great ride, through Meadows and over to 

Macclesfield had us sitting outside the coffee shop 

soaking in the sunshine and watching the parade of 

bike pass through town.   

  Coffee fix out of the way and down through Strath-

albyn and over to Finniss for a quick bite, back on the 

bikes and headed down to Goolwa then branched off 

to Ashbourne along the Bull Creek Road.  To ride the 

full length of this road would have to be one of the best in the state, just keep an eye out for the kangaroos and 

radars.  Stopped at the revamped Greenman Inn to quench the thirst.   

  Talking Norton and basking in the brilliant sunshine once again soaked up the rest of the afternoon. We headed 

for home with the group going individual ways after Meadows.  Another great day on the old Norton, brilliant 

scenery, good company and fantastic bikes and not a hint of rain even though it was bitterly cold riding through 

the apple and pear orchards on the way home.   

  That Norton in your shed was not meant to be a trophy-get it out on a club ride, bet the pair of you will enjoy 

it!   Dave M  



 

Northern Ride 21/07/19 

 

  The usual weather forecast of rain did not eventuate 

and while we rode in sunshine it certainly was a cold 

day.  After having a chat with the regular riders I 

thought I would include a coffee shop at the start of the 

ride to see what interest it might generate and to my 

surprise it looks like we now have a ‘latte set” within 

our ranks!!  I have never been keen on this idea as it is 

hard enough to get you Buggas on your bikes as it is, 

never mind doing it with a mug of hot coffee in your 

hand!   

  Did the usual ride out the back of Gawler and through 

to Cockatoo Valley, and with the sun on the back sure 

felt good after the cold ride to the start point.  Staying 

on the main valley highway until Rowland Flat we then 

branched out onto a small side road which included a 

small section of dirt.  I am not keen on riding on the 

dirt but as I knew this section was short and well-kept 

and was a different way to into Angaston, I thought it 

worthwhile.  A stop for a coffee and chat (the latte set 

again) and also a chance for me to put the wet weather 

pants on to try to keep the cold out.   

  From Angaston through to Nuriootpa, Greenock, Seppeltsfield.  After all these years I still like to do the tourist 

bit and ride through the palm trees.  Into the back of Tanunda and over to Menglers Hill scenic drive and boy was 

I missing not putting the ‘long johns’ on!  Picked up the Eden Valley road into Mount Pleasant to stop and soak 

up some sunshine.  A couple of riders bid us farewell and the remaining group travelled down the Chain of Ponds 

road and over to the Gorge Rd to the Cudlee Creek Tavern to quench the thirst and also gave me a chance to find 

out what dates are available in case we wanted to use the pub for our Xmas lunch.  

  Another great day out on the Norton, bit cold in some places but worth it.  Thanks to the members who made 

the effort to come out. The weather is starting to warm up and I know the motorcycling calendar is starting to get 

busy, but squeeze in a club ride: bet you will enjoy it!  Dave M    

Ray and Dave taking a break and enjoying the sunshine  
during a “fresh” days riding 



  BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE! 

  In the last Mag I had a story about the age of my broken clutch cable.  

While I was going through the process of re-routing the new one 

through the frame and lubricating pivot points I noticed the pivot bolt 

for the clutch lever was worn about a third of the way through.  The 

supplied photo does not give a true indication of the amount of wear, 

so might also be worth checking your pivot bolt, while most of us carry 

spare cables I don’t think it’s common to carry spare lever bolts.   

  Suppose I can’t complain, that’s the original 1973 fitted bolt, who can 

guess the amount of times that lever has been “pivoted” on it?!  Dave M 

Below is a copy of tips for cable maintenance from VENHILL UK: 

INSTALLING A NEW CABLE 

• Note the routing of the original cable. 

• Check that the overall dimensions are the same as the old one. Inner 

cable lengths may be slightly different, as the old cables will have 

stretched slightly over time. 

• Before installing the new cable, hold the cable upright and use a few 

drops of a light 3 in 1 oil to lubricate the inner cable. Move the inner up and down to ease the oil down the cable. 

• When the new cable is ready to be fitted, route the cable carefully and in most cases, as per the old cable, Make 

sure the cable will comfortably reach its intended connection. 

• If the original cable routing is via a heat source, make sure that there is a suitable gap between the cable and 

the heat source. 

• If cables ties are required to route the cable, leave them loose allowing the cable to move. Too tight and they 

will restrict the operation of the cable and its ability to move with the handlebars. 

• For Push-Pull / Open-Close throttle cables, always connect and adjust the pull/ open cable first where possi-

ble. 

• Where nipples require lubrication in levers or linkages, use a small amount of copper grease.  Avoid using 

heavy greases as these will attract dirt, restrict the movement of the nipple and cause excessive wear and stress 

on the nipple and cable. 

• When the cable has been installed, check the steering lock to lock and check the operation of the cable at both 

extremes of steering. Check that the cable does not go tight and that operation is not impaired. If one of the 

above is true, check the cable routing, adjustment and that all the nipples are located properly. 

 

MAINTENANCE 

Cable maintenance is essential to prolong the life of the cable and maintain the operation of the cable. 

Road bikes – At the beginning and end of the summer, remove the cables and flush through with WD40. Once 

clean, lubricate the cable with a light 3 in 1 general purpose oil and lubricate nipples where required with Copper 

grease. Note barrel nipples must be free to rotate in the lever blade.  Do not use heavy engine oils, chain lubri-

cants or grease to lubricate cables as this will attract dirt, increase cable wear and reduce the operation of the 

cable. Remember: Cables are a service item and should be replaced at regular intervals. 

Trail bikes - When servicing or after power washing, remove the cables from the bike and flush through with                   
WD40. Keep flushing them through until the fluid runs clear.  Once clean, lubricate the cable again with a light 3 
in 1 oil and check the cable routing. Also lubricate nipples where required with Copper grease. 

MX bikes - After a race meeting or as often as possible after power washing, remove the cables 

from the bike and flush through with WD40. Keep flushing them through until the fluid runs clear. 

Once clean, lubricate the cable again with a light 3 in 1 oil and check the cable routing. Also 

lubricate nipples where required with copper grease. 

 

Let us know what’s going on in your shed!  Full engine rebuild, restoration,  
chasing elusive mechanical gremlins, even just basic maintenance or race prepping. 
Share your experiences with us, it just might help someone else solve a problem or 

learn something new! 
Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 
Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 



Murray’s Britbikes 
(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 
Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   
 Mobile:   0408 833 511    
 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 

 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 
Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 

Oi, you lot! 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 





Let us know what’s going on in your shed!  Full engine rebuild, restoration,  
chasing elusive mechanical gremlins, even just basic maintenance or race prepping. 
Share your experiences with us, it just might help someone else solve a problem or 

learn something new! 
Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 
Send your info to the Editor at editor@nmcsa.org 



Meeting 223  03/06/19  
 

OPENING: President Donald Hosier  opened the meeting at 8:00pm and welcomed members  
PRESENT: Total 22... Committee : Don Hosier , Steve Richter , Jerome Munchenber g, Neil Gloyn, Dave Rocklyn, Ian Delaine, 
Lyndi Tietz, Murray Norton, Barry Miller... Members : (See book) ... Apologies: John McNaughton 
TREASURER: Open: $2,844.51; In : $36.17; Out : $40.00; Balance : $2,805.68; Float : $75.00; Total : $2,880.68  
SECRETARY: No postal news. Anything else posted to mailing list  
WEB ADMIN: Need to update calendar  with xmas lunch - seeking ideas 
CLUB CAPTAIN: Pretty wet to star t with but got better . Had just a few come out. Next r ide June 16th, star t ‘Top of Taps’, down 
South 
EDITOR: Issue #120 ES2 looks glor ious in colour . A few bikes for  sale. Tips section, include car rying a spare clutch cable.  
REGALIA: No more beanies yet, but will be ready by next meeting. 
REGISTRAR: Busy with renewals... 
LIBRARIAN: Nothing in / nothing out... 
FEDERATION: Next meeting in a for tnight. Minutes from last meeting had an ar ticle on impor ting which now mandates zero 
asbestos (think brake linings, etc)... 
GENERAL BUSINESS: Don: A few bikes for  sale this month. Greg Summer ton is selling a very well put together  Dominator  
chassis, powered by a 600cc Model 19S in Manx livery. Previous owner used it very regularly, older restoration. Bill Fischer’s family are 
selling his Commando. 70 frame with ‘71 engine & ‘72(?) disc front end. Lots of new parts to go on it. See newsletter for details on 
both…  Dave M: Need a felt washer? Industrial Gaskets can cut them up for you. Good service… ‘72 750 for sale, original motor, num-
bers, etc at Trampy Leathers… Murray N: Wunka ride out by Loxton, ride out to Swan Reach, was a great event. Should make it a club 
event… Con has an 1951 ES2 for sale on eBay at $14.5k… Don says thanks to all for a good year and for members supporting changes to 
the constitution in order to see the club financially viable. Happy 20th birthday today! 
RAFFLE: 1st Pr ize : A66, Tony G, Nor ton lager  6 pack; 2nd Pr ize : A68, Bar ry, Wine; Raised : $77.00 
 

2019 AGM 
 
Tony kicks off the AGM… “Thanks and congrats to those who served in the previous year. It was a hard year, but the club survived and 

grew in strength.” 
   

President: Donald continues in role   Vice president: Steve continues in role   Secretary: J erome continues in role    
Treasurer: Neil G continues in role   Librarian: Murray Nor ton continues in role 

 Club Captain: Dave Meldrum continues in role  Regalia: Lyndi continues in role   
Public Officer: Bar ry Biller  continues in role   Editor: Don continues in role   Registrars: Ian & Dave continue in role 

Federation: Ian D steps down, Murray Nor ton steps up    Web admin: Dave Rocklyn continues in role 
 

CLOSED: Regular  meeting at 8.20pm.  AGM at 8:25pm  
 
 

Meeting 224  01/07/19 
 

OPENING: Don opened the meeting at 8.05pm, and welcomed member s & visitors 
PRESENT: Total: 26... Committee : Don Hosier , Jerome Munchenberg, Neil Gloyn, Steve Richter , Dave Meldrum,  
Ian Delaine, Murray ... Members : (Refer attendance book)... Apologies: Lyndi Tietz, Dave Rocklyn, Guests : Michelle & Kym.  
PRESIDENT: Welcome to the fir st meeting of the new financial year … Its all about renewals and regos tonight.  Welcome to 
Michelle & Kym, friends of Dave R 
TREASURER: Incoming: $750 membership, $85 log book, $77 raffle, $35 GC M/Cs Adver t, $1.27 Interest = $3948.27… Out-
going: $40 hire. Balance: $3,713.97 Bank balance + $75 Float. 
SECRETARY: Some cor respondence from the Federation… Including Edinburgh Truck Show on the 6th Oct 2019… Any email cor-
respondence is immediately forwarded to mailing list members 
WEB ADMIN: n/a. 
CLUB CAPTAIN: Last club r ide down south… A little cold to start with but a brilliant day… Next club ride on the 21st, not the 20th, 
meet petrol station in Gawler at 10am, and on through the Barossa… Go opposite the petrol station for a coffee at the cafe earlier, if you 
like… Lunch location to be determined. 
EDITOR: n/a  
REGALIA: n/a. 
REGISTRAR: Ian/Dave Already run out of log books, Dave R still has a few but he is not here tonight! 
FEDERATION: 4.5k logbooks posted out last month! Grant system to give to young people (25yo?) who are restor ing an older  
vehicle not been used! Go to the Federation website for more info. Murray was introduced at the last meeting, so he got a feel for the 
place. 
LIBRARIAN: Murray Nothin new coming in… We have mags, DVDs, and even VHS for hire!. 
GENERAL BUSINESS:  From today have a choice of 4 CTP insurers. SGIC was $100 cheaper  for  one bike! Catastrophic is the  
only thing that pays out to any significant degree… Trampy Leather mentioned he had a Commando for sale in Yankalilla - 1972 Com-
mando, needs work, $12.9k … Former secretary, Bill Fischer, family got in touch, his Commando is being sold - if you are interested, 
contact Don. Don reports it’s a mix-n-match frame & engine with disc brake. Lots of new parts being sold with the bike. A Tilbrook 
sidecar is also available… Someone is selling airbag jackets that inflate if you fall off your bike. Good looking, but very expensive 
(~$900). Barry to bring more info… Con has a 1961 16H ($8.8k) & 1951 ES2 ($14k) up for sale - price negotiable… Con heading over to 
Greece on holiday... Don stopped by newish m/c shop, new style - about lifestyle, cafe, etc), The Motorcycle Society on 258 Pulteney 
St…  Our 20th Anniversary this year. Maccy bike show is on 3rd Nov, so will put on a marketing thing, then next weekend (10th) will be 
recreation of 1st club ride followed by a feed, possibly at pub… Neil would like to change the Google Street View of the club rooms. 
RAFFLE: Tickets: $2 for  1, $5 for  3. Pr ize is Young Henrys Motorcycle Oil 4-pack beer. Winner: K45 Jerome. 
2nd K03 Tony The Borders Sav Blanc. 
CLOSED: Meeting closed at 8.40 



A Look Back… 

 

See what founding member and past President, Rick, had to say in issue #1 of The Energette, and check out who 

made up the committee 20 years ago.  Keep an eye on our website, www.nmcsa.org, for the full issue 



  

 Date    Ride     Start Point 

  

  

 17th August   Hills Ride    Howard Tce & Greenhill Rd 

          Hazelwood Park 

 

 
 

Due to the amount of events being scheduled these days, the ride calendar could 
change to suit special occasions.   

Check at Club meetings, the NMCSA website, or with the Ride Captain 

              

Check out the calendar on www.nmsca.org  

for further details 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2019 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

For further information, ring the Club Captain @  

 

0423 191 620 

 

Events 

 

Sept. 29th Bay to Birdwood This year is post –1955 vehicles 

  Keep up to date at www.facebook.com/baytobirdwood 

 

Sept. 29th The Distinquished Gentlemans Ride  Classic & Vintage style motorcycles unite for prostate  

  cancer research & mens’s mental health.  Supporting the Movember Foundation   

 

October 6th Balhannah Motorcycle Only Swap Meet  Always the Sunday after the Bay To Birdwood.  Bike  

  display and ‘Peoples Choice’ award.  Contact Peter Yates after 6pm 8255 8856 

 

October 13th 2019 Motorbike Expo & Swapmeet  Lockleys Oval.  For more info go to  

  http://rotaryadelaidewest.org/events/2019-motorcycle-expo-swap-meet  

 


