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  Hello Readers, 

 

  Well, it’s that time of year again, the AGM will be held Monday, June 2nd.  We’re looking for some fresh faces on 

the committee this year, so get involved in your Club!  My own time serving our Club has been rewarding, both 

as Editor and Regalia Officer (I’m still not sure exactly how much I contribute as VP, however).  I hope that you’ll 

let me continue in a couple of these roles, as I enjoy being an active member. 

   

  There are a few members that will not be standing for their current positions, including me from my role as Re-

galia Officer.  I am happy to say Lyndi has offered to put her hand up when nominations begin, and I’m sure 

she’ll bring some much needed enthusiasm and ideas to the role.  During my time taking care of regalia, I have 

dragged us into the 21st century by digitizing our logos, had some top quality stickers made of our own version 

of the Norton script, and redesigned our stubby holders with full colour that “pops” so you’ll never lose sight of 

your beer.  I could’ve done more, I reckon, but not bad for a role I was voted into during an AGM I didn’t attend! 

   

  Dave Meldrum has also said he’ll be stepping down as Club Captain.  This role forms part of the true spirit of 

the Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, planning and leading our monthly rides.  Dave has done an excellent job these 

last few years, and will be sorely missed as the “leader of the pack”.  He has a pure love of riding and his jovial 

humour and good natured ribbing keeps everyone smiling when off the bikes.  Remember, without these rides 

we’re just a bunch of grumpy Brit bike owners meeting once a month to have a whinge about wet sumping and 

Lucas electrics, so it’s important somebody takes up the reigns.  There’s a lot worse you could do than having to 

tell the missus that it’s your duty to lead your members on a motorcycle ride every month. 

 

  Hope to see you there on Monday! 

 

  D. Hosier 



 

  Dear Members, 

 

  Our next meeting on the 2nd June will also be our AGM.  All Positions will be de-
clared vacant and members have the chance to declare their interest in any of the 
positions.  I would not mind having a bit of a break from the Presidents Position.  
 

  This is your chance to have a go and give the other committee members a break 
and nominate.  
 

  On Thursday the 20th May my wife and I went to Melbourne. She was surprised 
when I firstly suggested the idea but there is always an ulterior motive and that was 
to pick up a Featherbed frame.  On arriving to Melbourne the traffic was horrific. We 
finally found accommodation, relaxed a while and then went out for dinner.  After a 
few days we left left Melbourne with traffic jams everywhere. We took the long way 
back going along the Great Ocean Road enjoying the beautiful views. I might add 
the petrol was $1.37pl with Gas $0.699pl in Melbourne. We are definitely being 
ripped off here in Adelaide.  
 

  In the meantime enjoy Riding your Nortons and Stay Upright.  
 

  Regards your President  
 

  Con Desyllas  

Cover photo:  

Paul’s ES2.  A real beauty which 

has lived it’s life in Adelaide since 

originally delivered 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

Mobile    >>>>>>   0433 318 503 

By email >>>>>>   noetics@hotmail.com 

Members wanting any events, services, bike parts, rides, etc. 

in the ENERGETTE please contact editor with details for in-

clusion in future issue’s. 

General Events 2014 
 

1-8/11/14 Norton National Rally — Presented by the Victorian branch of The Norton Owners Club 

  Hamilton, Victoria’s Western District 

  Entries close April 30th!  Contact them through their website www.nortonownersvic.org.au 

For Sale/Wanted 

 
For Sale Commando  750 Gearbox, fully reconditioned by retired Bike Mechanic (ex K&M). All bearings,  

  bushes and seals replaced, new Kick Start Shaft, Main Shaft has been hard chromed. End Float set 

  for Lay Shaft & Kick Start shaft, Clutch Lift aligned to Outer Cover.  

  Available for inspection at Club Meetings. $1500.00 ONO Steve 0410 690 658  

 

 

 

Wanted  16H parts, 1937-1947.  Below is a sample list, but  

  interested in ANY and all bits or large lots: 

 

  -Bolt up wheel 

  -Front and Rear brake plates and internals 

  -Smiths 80mph speedo and bracket 

  -Front wheel speedo drive gearbox 

  -Correct period levers for brake, clutch and exhaust valve 

  -Timing chain cover 

  -Valve gear cover and retain nut, the one-winged wing nut 

  -Mag/Dynamo mount and bolts 

  -All engine and gearbox mounting hardware 

  -Tool box and retaining nut, another one-winger! 

 

  Steve Adkins 0434 564 662 

  Adkins_s@bigpond.com 



Let us know what’s going on in your shed!  Full engine rebuild, restoration,  

chasing elusive mechanical gremlins, even just basic maintenance or race prepping. 

Share your experiences with us, it just might help someone else solve a problem or 

learn something new! 

Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 

Send your info to the Editor at noetics@hotmail.com 

 

38
th

 All British Rally 

25
th

 - 27
th

 April    Newstead, Victoria 

 

  Close to a thousand British bikes and many more enthusiasts gathered at a race course just outside of New-

stead. Yes it was cold, but there was plenty of fire wood, beer, food and mateship. The main camping area was 

limited to British bikes, tents and swags only. I camped with a group from Tasmania. They have been coming for 

years and wouldn’t miss it for quids. Real characters with plenty of yarns to share. There was a 118 km ride on 

Friday and a 60 km ride on Saturday to the historical town of Maldon. Roast dinner on Saturday night and a great 

local band. 

 

  Both Victoria and N.S.W Norton clubs had their tents set up. I had a good chat with the secretary of the N.S.W 

Norton club. He is aware two new Norton’s in Australia. One is in Sydney. There’s another one in Brisbane. Appar-

ently the owner imported from the UK. He then paid an extra $40k to get it on the road in Australia. Apparently 

Frazer’s have taken deposits for 250. He reckons that these won’t appear on Australian roads until 2016 at the 

earliest. 

 

  Steve Kelly from Tri-spark had a good display. He seemed to be doing a brisk trade. Also Saturday night they 

had old films running including the collection of George Bolton’s. Lots of early motorcycle racing around South 

Australia including Sellicks Beach and Gawler Air strip. On Sunday morning at 10 the presentations were made 

including the gate prize. This year it was a BSA B44 Shooting Star. I just missed out on the “Long distance award”. 

I was beaten by a guy who had ridden from Lithgow. On a Norton of course. Best Norton went to a 1972 red 

Roadster. 

 

  I had a great trip; the Mark 3 didn’t miss a beat. No speeding fines yet. My biggest mistake was buying a bottle 

of Jack Daniels for Saturday night. I was sick of drinking VB, and it was cold. 

 

  Doug 

   

  Though organized  

by the BSA club, all 

marques are repre-

sented.  Doug took 

heaps of photos of 

some the Nortons that 

showed up.  Why  

weren’t there more 

South Aussies? 

   §  Events 



 

      

Have you got your ear to the ground?  Got a firm grasp on the Norton grapevine?  

Whatever the news, if it’s Norton related, we want to know.   

New parts available, Australian classic racing campaigns, what have you.   

Contact us with the story, and pics if available.   

 

Send your info to the Editor at noetics@hotmail.com 

Ok, not a Norton, just a British bike used as it was intended A road going Manx?  Tasty! 



Meeting 166    7 / 4 / 14 

 
OPENING: President Con Desyllas opened the meeting at 8 pm & welcomed members & friends. 

 

PRESENT: Bill, Ray Hughes, Paul Knapp, Steve Richter, Ricko, Doug Wright, John McNaughton, Mick Pratt, Walter Bulyga,  

  Owen Greenfield, Con, Donald, Ian DeLaine, Dave Rocklyn, Lyndi, Ray Sims. 

 

APOLOGIES: Jason, Steve Adkins, Dave Meldrum. 

 

MAIL IN: National Norton Rally, Hamilton, 1st Nov – 8th, expression of interest $50 by April 30th,     

  www.victoria.nortonownersclub.org, British Classics Tour, May 4th, Victor Harbour, www.hmvc.org.au.  Celebration 

  of the Motor Car, Springfield April 27th, www.classicrally.com.au, Adelaide Motorsport Festival, Windy Point Hill 

  climb April 12th, Victoria Park car & motorcycle display & sprints, pre-1985 motorcycles April 13th,   

  www.adelaidemotorsportfestival.com.au, Strathalbyn Swap Meet October 19th; Penrite Oil for every application,  

  www.penriteoil.com.au, Classic Car Rally 17th – 20th September, www.soldieron.org.au  

MAIL OUT: nil 

 

TREASURER: no report 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN:  Last ride to Victor Harbour, a beautiful day, down Willunga Hill to Myponga & Yankalilla, great day had by all. 

 

LIBRARY: no report. 

 

EDITOR: new newsletter out, no official ride report last ride, all contributions welcome from anyone, don’t have to be from Club 

  Captain, especially want photos. Any ideas send to Donald at noetics@hotmail.com, running short of cover photos,  

  anything different very welcome, have lots of landscapes & long shots, need original ideas & close-ups, action shots 

  like riders rounding a corner 

 

REGALIA: looking for someone to take over Regalia, think about it, AGM coming up. 

 

FEDERATION: next meeting next week, Federation is auditing all constitutions, need copy of ours. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS: John lost his nut, when you get new tyre fitted, check your nuts carefully, could be dangerous; Historic Rego:  

  renew all log books by 30th June, must bring in Rego papers, log book, signed stat dec (witnessed by authorised per 

  son), be current financial member to get log book stamped, otherwise HR is not valid; meeting agreed to raise price of 

  new log books to $5; Mark 2 gearbox fully recond, for sale, Commando disc & pads for sale, will advertise in  

  “Energette”; Con went to Scoresby Swap Meet, picked up much Norton stuff at good price; Shannons is selling some 

  beautifully restored Nortons; barman Greg has many bike mags to give away; more keys needed for Regalia/Library  

  chest in Clubrooms; Ray to bring his 650SS for display at meeting soon. 

 

Raffle raised $30.50. Bottle of Marlago Rose won by Ian.  Meeting closed 8.50 pm. 

http://www.victoria.nortonownersclub.org
http://www.hmvc.org.au
http://www.classicrally.com.au
http://www.adelaidemotorsportfestival.com.au
http://www.penriteoil.com.au
http://www.soldieron.org.au
mailto:noetics@hotmail.com


Meeting 167    5 / 5 / 14 

 
OPENING: President Con Desyllas opened the meeting at 8 pm & welcomed members & friends & visitor Richard, who is looking 

  around for a Norton. 

 

PRESENT: Bill, Ray Hughes, John Hunter, Tony Gillam, Fella, John McNaughton, Greg Wren, Lyndi, Trevor, Steve Richter, Mur

  ray Norton, Ray Sims, Eddy Spear, Dave Meldrum, Paul Knapp, Dave Rocklyn, Les Bell, Con, Donald, Cozi,  Barry 

  Miller, Dan, Jason Ward, Doug Wright. 

 

APOLOGIES: Ian, Owen. 

 

MAIL IN: Norton National Rally, Hamilton, Vic November 1st – 8th, a week of rides over great roads, well-planned, back-up vehi

  cles, etc, should be good, www.victoria.nortonownersclub.org, neat yellow Commando at K & M Motorcycles, Rich 

  mond, also the new Royal Enfield Café Racer, very sleek, engine tweaked for hotter performance. 

 

MAIL OUT: letter to Consumer & Business Services (SA Govt) asking for copy of Club Constitution. 

 

TREASURER: $44 in;  $107 out;  Balance $1,349.52 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN:  next ride May 18th, Hazelwood Park 10 am, Hills ride, Dave can’t make it, anyone else to lead it?  Good turn-out last 

  ride, Gawler to Barossa, 12 bikes, good day for a ride; Dave stepping down as Club Captain, any takers? 

 

LIBRARY: Good new DVD in library, excellent stuff on a Norton racer that beat all comers in USA; Murray & Donald, please  

  return things you borrowed. 

 

EDITOR: no report. 

 

REGALIA: Donald will be stepping down from regalia. 

 

FEDERATION: no report. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  Discussion of the National Rally, looks good, several members planning to go; Con saw some good Featherbed 

  frames at Scoresby, should have snapped them up, price went up later; Doug had fuel problem on his way to this meet

  ing; good Commandos and Dunstalls going for $23,000 on the net, find out what you’re buying, many bikes are bitsers, 

  only part Norton; AGM next meeting. 

 

Raffle raised $45.50.  Bottle of wine won by Barry, T-shirts won by Doug and Bill.  Meeting closed 8.30 pm. 

 

http://www.victoria.nortonownersclub.org


 

20th April - Barossa Ride 

 

  Perfect riding weather, greeted a good group of Club members for this northern ride.   

 

  After the usual pre start up chat (also catching up with a couple of past members who came down to say g’day) 

Ray and old 55 (his 55 Dominator) led the group through Kalbeeba, Cockatoo Valley and on to Williamstown for a 

coffee stop.   

 

  With the caffeine fix out of the way we headed off through Springton, Eden Valley then on to Angaston and 

stopped at Stockwell Hotel for wedgies and a cold drink. 

From here over to Nuriootpa, Grenock and down through the Seppeltsfield palm trees and then doubled back 

over to the Springton Road and down over to Mount Pleasant.  A quick stop there and then the group split and 

went their separate ways home.   

 

  Once again a terrific day out on the old Norton with a good group of people, as usual missed by way too many.   

That Norton was not designed to be a trophy, get it out and come on a club ride. 

 

  As this magazine is due before the AGM, I will not be standing again for Club Captain.  Thanks to all those who 

have helped out as corner marshalls and with rides throughout the year.   If you would like a position on the 

committee, this is the most enjoyable role.   

 

  Dave 

 

  What, no photos?  Surely there’s one or two shutterbugs among ya! - Editor 

 

 

 

18th May - Hills Ride 

 

  Hmm, plenty of photos, but no report.  What’s going on here, Norton fans?  You don’t have to be Club Captain 

to tell the story.  Any point of view will suffice, and in fact is more than welcome, take a look at last issue’s story 

about John losing his nut?  What a corker! 

 

Meeting at the Gawler Shell servo had an added bonus when Andy showed up with his hot rod 



 

 

 

Enjoying some pre-ride laughs around Trevor’s Hinckley Bonnie  A stop at the Stockwell pub for wedges and more laughs... 

Trusty steeds waiting outside while their owners  

quench their thirst 

A final stop at the Mt Pleasant pub before heading home 



 

NEW and UNUSED: NORTON 16H’s 

Price: FREE 

Conditions: Pick up only 

 

  Interested?  Got your dive license and know a good salvage crew? 

  Discovered in the 1950’s by Jacque Cousteau, the wreck of the WW2 vessel SS Thistlegorm sits at the bottom of 

the Red Sea, still loaded with her cargo of Bedford trucks, Universal Carrier armoured vehicles, Norton 16H and 

BSA motorcycles, Bren guns, cases of ammunition and 0.303 rifles as well as radio equipment, Wellington boots, 

aircraft parts, and two LMS Stanier Class 8F steam locomotives. 

  Built in Sunderland England in 1940, she made 3 successful voyages across the Atlantic before her ill-fated 

fourth trip.  On the way to Egypt, as part of a convoy to supply the Allied forces, the SS Thistlegorm was bombed 

by 2 German Heinkel HE-111, while moored.  Of the 41 men on board, 4 sailers and 5 members of the Royal Navy 

were lost. 

  Since the 1990’s, the wreck has become a popular dive spot.  The bombing had blow away much of her midship 

superstructure, making it very accessible to divers.  The other major attraction is of course the cargo, most of it 

still intact and upright, allowing divers to even sit in the drivers seats of trucks and other vehicles.   

  The S.S. Thistlegorm is so popular with divers, that they have made her the most dived wreck in the world. 

Some of the crew of the S.S. Thistlegorm Launching her in 1940, at Sunderland 



 

AHEAD OF THE CURVE 

 

  With the advent of the Commando came many other proposed changes at NVT, one of which was a complete 

corporate rebranding, the first part being the infamous ‘green blob’ many of us look at on our speedo and tacho-

metres.  Looks like there were lots of good ideas being thrown around Norton Villiers to help keep up with the 

changing times, but let’s not get into the reasons for it’s ultimate demise. 

 

  Below is a reprint from an unknown publisher, sent to me be a friend a few years ago, outlining NVT’s plans for 

a daring marketing and branding campaign.  Ah, what could have been… 

 



CONDITIONIAL REGISTRATION 
 

Please note, all Log Books are valid only to 30
th

 June 2014.  

 

 

For those wishing to continue with their Conditional Registration, 

 Log Books will need to be presented for updating for 2014/2015.   

 

 Please respect your club and act in a timely fashion,  

we are all volunteers and sometimes it takes time for the information to filter through the system.  

  

  You will need to provide; > proof of current membership. 1/7 /2014 to 30/6/2015 

      > Current registration form. 

      > An approved statutory declaration. 

      > Current Log book or apply for a new one.  

 

  Please note, the Club carries limited numbers of new log books.  

 If you will require a new book to be issued, please enquire early to avoid potential delays.  

  

 Country members can post renewal applications to the following address. 

  

   NMCSA c/o I R Delaine 

   PO Box 82  

   Nairne S A 5252 

  

Please supply a suitable self addressed & stamped envelope. 

Original documents only, copies are not acceptable under the scheme. 

If you have any enquiries please contact Ian D or Dave R 

Norton Motorcycle Club of SA’s new website! 

 

Jerome put his hand up to take over the reigns of our website and has done a great job giving it a fresh new look. 

Over the next little while he’ll be adding more content and fine tuning the design and function.  If you have any 

comments or ideas, have a chat with him. 

 

Check it out at WWW.NMCSA.ORG 



 

Murray’s Britbikes 

(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 

Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   

 Mobile:   0408 833 511    

 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 
Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 

Please ring Murray first & make an appointment 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 
 

 

HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS. 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  

Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  

Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 
 

SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES AND SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

 



 

  

 15th June  Gepps X Go Karts   Northern Ride 

 

 20th July  Hazelwood Park   River Murray Ride 

         Petrol at Mannum 

 

 17th August Shell Servo, Gawler  Barossa Ride 

 

 21st September Hazelwood Park   Lower Lakes Ride 

         Petrol at Strathalbyn 

 

 19th October Gepps X Go Karts   Barossa Valley Classic Owners Rally 

         Williamstown Oval 

 

 9th November Hazelwood Park   X-mas Lunch 

         Venue TBA 

 

 14th December ‘Top of Taps’ Weighbridge Southern Ride 

 

 

   

Ride calendar is also posted on our new website: www.nmcsa.org 

 

 

 

 

NOTE!!   All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

Ride calendar is prepared in advance & is subject to change. 

Please check club notices in Thursday’s Advertiser 

or call the Club Captain @ 0423 191620 

 

 

Ride  

Calendar   

2014 


