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A couple of good lookin’ chaps.  Steve with his newly 

finished 1961 Model 50, and Ray with his Dominator 

at this years ABD 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

 

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

 

Members wanting any events, services, bike parts, 

rides, etc. in the ENERGETTE please contact editor 

with details for inclusion in future issues. 

 

But don’t stop there, this newsletter is about  

The Norton Motorcycle Club of SA, 

THAT’S YOU. 

 

If you just want to have a picture of your bike in print, 

or a shot of the latest mod or repair, send it in!  Sup-

ply as much info as you can and I’ll do the rest.  Look 

at Dave Meldrum’s comparison of the different Com-

mando tanks in issue #93.  A passing observation in 

the shed filled a whole page and gives great perspec-

tive on different options for someone’s bike. 



   

  Hello Readers, 

 

  Champions again!  We finished off another successful All British Day with the Best Motorcycle Display award, as 

chosen by Shannon’s Insurance.  I met Rocky and Leslie at Crafers, then with Leslie and I following Dave on his 

Fastback, we headed up with tent, table, esky, paraphernalia and all other the other stuff that would get us 

through the day.   

   

  By all accounts, a great day was had by all, with a few new bikes in the display, most notably Mark’s 961.  He 

arrived on the red machine, which just happens to match his original 850 Commando, and suitably parked up 

front and centre.  A very proud man indeed, having only picked it up on the Friday before the ABD.  Steve rocked 

up on his very well presented 350cc Model 50 and parked side by side with Ray’s gorgeous Dominator.  There 

was a Fastback with a custom green, white and gold paint job, parked beside the 961, unfortunately I forget the 

owner’s name.  He wasn’t a club member, but a good bloke and his Commando was too nice to turn away.   

   

  The event as a whole was excellent, especially with one of my favourite displays, the Rolls Royce Merlin engine 

which is started up every hour, thanks to the hard work of the South Australian Aviation Museum.  I still manage 

to see some vehicles I hadn’t seen the previous year, or even heard of before.  One of these was a Mini Jem, a 

neat looking car based on a Morris Mini chassis fitted with a sporty body kit.  With some research I found that Mk 

1 versions were licensed and built here in Adelaide by John Taylor, out of JR’s surfboard factory!  Could that be 

the same JR’s Surf & Ski that exist now?  Apparently the body moulds still exist. 

   

  In this issue of the Energette, the last before the AGM, you’ll find a membership form and some info about con-

ditional registration.  June is fast approaching, so time to get yourself sorted and don’t leave everything until the 

June or July meeting.  Bill, Jason, Ian and Dave will have much to do with people renewing memberships and get-

ting their bikes log books ready for another year.  Let’s help them out by making sure we’ve got all the correct 

documents ready to go, and maybe pay up our memberships a bit early.  Remember, we’re all volunteers. 

  This is also a good time to consider what you’re willing to do for the club, as the AGM fast approaches.  All 

committee positions will be vacant and the club will vote in new members. 

   

  The Ed, 

     

  D. Hosier 

   

  Dear Members, 

 

  Apologies for absence from last meeting 

 

  Our children organized a holiday for myself and Penny to fly to Sydney for 

4 days and once in holiday mode you lose track of time, that is until I re-

ceived a call from Steve Richter giving his apology for not being able to 

make the March meeting. I am sure Vice President Donald did a good job in 

my absence. 

 

  Also in the same month I went to the Scorsby Swap which is usually held in 

April but was brought forward due to Easter. It's a motorbike only Swap and 

I must say I bought a few good parts that I need for my next project which is 

a putting together a 650cc Norton. 

 

  In the meantime enjoy riding your Nortons and stay upright. 

   

  Your President, 

 

  Con Desyllas 

For Contributions, please contact editor;  

Mobile   0433 318 503 

By email  editor@nmcsa.org 

Members wanting any events, services, bike parts, rides, etc. in the 

ENERGETTE please contact editor with details for inclusion in future 

issues 



   §  Events 
FEBRUARY 8TH 2015 

THE ALL BRITISH DAY THAT WAS 

A Breakdown Story by Phil Allen 

  Most folks either went to this year's All British Day, or they didn't. Black or white right !. Well I feel like I fell 

somewhere in between, after entering my Featherbed Commando, but then failing to reach the parade ground at 

Echunga. 

 

  Imagine how excited I was, my first time entering the All British Day!  The excitement quickly gave way to disap-

pointment though, as I will attempt to explain.  I set off from home in Lower Mitcham around 08:30, heading for 

the Breakfast at Mylor oval, via the SE Freeway, Stirling and Aldgate.  Early on it was clear I was short of power, 

and the LHS plug wasn't firing.  I hadn't run the bike for a month (been working away), so I thought maybe it 

would clear (we all hope don't we!), but it didn't, and I limped up the hill, relieved as I turned off into Stirling.  At 

least now, even with one cylinder down, I would make the Breakfast and then the show. Gotta stay optimistic. 

About 50m before reaching the Mylor oval though, the bike cut out, and I pulled over on the side.  My wife (aka 

rescue party) was planning to come up to Echunga to meet me later, so I called her and directed her to find some 

spark plugs in the shed and to head up the hill somewhat earlier than she had planned. While I waited I was ap-

proached by a few inquisitive passersby: first, a cyclist, then a fellow Nortonian on his new 961 Commando and 

his friend who offered help and support.  About 45 minutes later my wife arrived with spark plugs, but by then I 

realised it was more than a faulty plug.  I had lost electrical power: no lights, no indication of current on the am-

meter.  Ok, so maybe the battery was dead, or a fuse had blown.  I wasn't sure that I could quickly locate the 

fuse, and I hadn't charged the battery for a while, so I left the bike in Mylor and drove with my wife to Hahndorf 

Autobarn and purchased a new battery.  The Mylor Breakfast was well and truly done now, but I could still make 

it to Echunga as a late entry!  Well, after installing the new battery, all was still dead.  By this time, my roadside 

presence was attracting the notice of some Mylor residents.  A nice old gent came over for a chat and said his 

son would have a charger at the house.  Maybe the new battery hadn't been charged.  Well, we tried that, to no 

avail, and by now, entry to the All British Day was all but a dream! 

 

  We decided then to leave the bike in Mylor and go by car to Echunga, enjoy the show and see if anyone had a 

spot on a trailer back to town later in the day.  Despite the frustrations of the day, things started to improve.  

First, I ran into Donald, explained my woes to him, then had a good chat with Steve at the Norton pavilion.  Dis-

cussions went from Boyer ignition failure, spark plug selection and of course, fuses.  Unfortunately on that day, 

amongst the club, there weren't any trailers available to get my bike back to town.  Now i need to make an  

admission: "I was once a BSA rider !", and without shame I approached the BSA tent and struck up some conver-

sations there.  Luckily, one BSA club member had a slot on his trailer and offered me a lift home later in the af-

ternoon.  It was great to see how irrespective of the marque, if someone is in need, there are always fellow bikers 

who will help if they can. 

 

  The full details of the breakdown only became clear when I got the bike home.  A closer look at the headlamp 

revealed that the ammeter had slipped down about 1 cm into the headlamp itself. On opening the headlamp, it 

was clear that the contacts on the back of the ammeter had made contact with the headlamp globe and shorted 

out.  This had blown the 35A fuse (also located in the headlamp shell).  So, after repairing the ammeter and 

changing the fuse, all power was restored.  A new plug saw the LHS cylinder firing again too.  Is the NGK BPR7ES 

the best plug for me?  The engine is high compression (11:1), so maybe a better choice out there if anyone 

knows! 

 

 

 



Lessons learnt?  Hmm, quite a few! 

 

1. Run the bike more often! 

2. Know where your fuses are, and carry spares. 

3. Carry spare plugs and plug spanner. 

4. Even a bad day out will have some benefits, I'll be better prepared next time. 

 

Bike Info: 

1966 Featherbed Commando 750 cc 

Built in Vancouver Canada by George Cameron for the 2010 International Norton Owners Rally in BC,  

Canada. 

Won 1st prize in Cafe Racer section. 

Imported in October 2012. 

The ABD in pictures, 

clockwise from left: 

a 1 family Fastback; 

Phil’s 750 Featherbed; 
Rocky accepts our 

award; a beauty of a 

Triumph Hurricane, but 
aren’t they all?; a de-

servedly happy Mark 

with his new 961 on it’s 
3rd day out!; our Club 

stand 

 
Centre: Another win for 

‘Best Motorcycle  

Display’ to add to our 
collection  



 

 Conditional Historic Vehicle Registration  

 

This only affects members with vehicles on CHVR, or those wishing to enter the scheme.  

It is close to that time of year again, please respect your club and act in a timely fashion, we 

are all volunteers and it takes time for the information to filter through the system.  

 

 

You will need to supply: 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the Code there are some changes that can be made to historic vehicles 

Please contact your club Conditional Vehicle Registrars for details 

 

Country members can mail details to the following address: 

 

 

     NMCSA c/o I R Delaine  

     PO Box 82  

     Nairne S A 5252  

 

 

Please supply a suitable self addressed & stamped envelope.  

Original documents only, copies are not acceptable under the scheme 

 

For every new vehicle you wish to put on the scheme, you will need to  

present the vehicle for a visual inspection before an MR334 can be issued 

Photos are not acceptable under the scheme 

 

If you have not had a vehicle inspection since the 1st July 2012.  

Your log book cannot be validated for the year commencing 1st July 2015 

 proof of current membership 

 current registration form  

 approved statutory declaration 

     (available on the clubs web site) 

 current log book 

  And to assure you Ian isn’t all rules ‘n’ regs and hasn’t lost his sense of humour, he sent us one of his classics 

that you would’ve been used to when he was editor of the Energette: 

 

 

While stitching a cut on the hand of a 75 year old farmer, whose hand was caught in the squeeze gate while 

working cattle, the doctor struck up a conversation with the old man. 

 

Eventually the topic got around to politicians and their role as our leaders. 

 

The old farmer said, "Well, as I see it, most politicians are 'Post Tortoises'.” 

 

Not being familiar with the term, the doctor asked him what a 'post tortoise' was. 

 

The old farmer said, "When you're driving down a country road and you come across a fence post with a tortoise 

balanced on top, that's a post tortoise. " 

 

The old farmer saw the puzzled look on the doctor's face so he continued to explain. “You know he didn't get  

up there by himself, he doesn't belong up there, he doesn't know what to do while he's up there, he's elevated  

beyond his ability to function, and you just wonder what kind of dumb arse put him up there to begin with."  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FULL NAME   ................................................................................................................................ 

 

 ADDRESS   ................................................................................................................................ 

 

    ........................................................ P/C ............................................ 

 

 TELEPHONE  ............................................    MOBILE ............................................ 

 

 EMAIL   ..................................................................................................  

 

 CURRENT MEMBERSHIP NUMBER  .................................  

 

 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES       $30.00 (includes family)  

 

 FIRST TIME JOINING FEE       $ 5.00  

 

 MAGAZINE POSTAGE        $10.00  

 

     TOTAL   $_______ 

 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHEQUES/ POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO — NMCSA INC.  
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL / APPLICATION 

 
The Club’s Membership fees are for the Financial Year and  

are due and payable on or before the 30th June each year  

 

     NORTON MOTORCYLE CLUB 

     OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 

     PO BOX 327 

     HINDMARSH S.A. 5007 

 

FINANCIAL YEAR  01/07/2015 - 30/06/2016  

NB: The Club magazines are now available for collection at the monthly club meetings.  

 

Also available on the club web site. www. nmcsa.org  

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 

 

  DATE PAID ..................................................................  MEMBER NO. ..................................... 

 

 

  AMOUNT PAID $.........................................................  POSTAGE REQ’D Yes / No  

 

 

  DATE ENTERED IN RECORDS ...............................   SIGN ..................................................... 



. The Southern Ride – 15
th

 March 2015 

 

Official route stats: 

Breakfast: Caffe Buongiorno, 93 Main South Rd, O'Halloran Hill 

Stage 1: Top-o-Taps to Port Elliot = 83km. 

Stage 2: Port Elliot to Strathalbyn = 42km. 

 

Ride attendees: 

Con – 650SS 

Doug – 850 Commando 

John – 850 Commando  

Ray – 650SS  

Richard – 850 Commando 

Owen – 750 Commando 

 

8:30am - O'Halloran Hill 

  The sun is out after overnight drizzle for another fine ride through the southern vales of Adelaide. I arrive for 

breakfast at Caffe Buongiorno and order the ‘vego’ breakfast with mushrooms, eggs, toast, etc with coffee and 

juice. After the din of passing Harleys on South Road, a distinctly smooth roar from northish heralds John’s arri-

val on his red 850 Commando but he complains he is still damp from the start of his ride through the hills to the 

east. Heading south looks to be an excellent direction to go, but first, tuck into this fine breakfast. I finish eating 

as John’s meal arrives so I head for a toilet break before the ride. As John finishes eating breakfast, Richard ar-

rives on his Commando so John and he order more coffee. I plan to get fuel at the BP servo but a young fellow, 

checking the bikes out, stops by to chat about Nortons and club membership. A little later, with tank refuelled, I 

head for the ride meeting place about 9:50am. 

 

10:00am—Stage 1: Top-o-Taps to Normanville Port Elliot 

  Oh dear, Doug is there first but has fuel leaking from his 850’s fuel tank somewhere forward of the fuel taps. 

Removal of the steel tank (note: steel not fibreglass) reveals that the stainless steel braided rocker feed hose has 

filed through the tank from engine vibration (an all-round bastard is that braiding). Con and Ray arrive on their 

650 SSs and we collectively ponder Doug’s predicament. A text message to John has him searching multiple ser-

vos for tank sealer, liquid metal, silastic, chewing gum but to no avail – servos ain’t what they used to be. Eventu-

ally, Doug concedes defeat and resolves to empty fuel completely from the leaking side of the tank and head 

home for permanent repairs.  

  By this time it is close to 11:00am so the decision is made to skip the Normanville stop and aim for Port Elliot 

by a less circuitous route. We head through Happy Valley, Chandlers Hill, Clarendon and turn right at Kangarilla 

to head toward Mclaren Flat when the Toops Hill Road turn-off beckons to turn left. Oops, my bad, we proceed 

for 2 km on hard packed dirt road until it joins Wickham Hill Road (the correct turn-off). A pleasurable trek 

through this winding back road takes us onto the Victor Harbor road but we soon leave this to head toward 

Myponga on yet another road less travelled. Just short of Myponga, a left turn takes us past the Hindmarsh Falls 

turn-off and eventually back to the Victor Harbor road. Richard is now coping with a broken throttle cable but he 

persists. We arrive in Port Elliot and stop for lunch at the Hotel Elliot on The Strand at 12:30pm. 

 

2:00pm—Stage 2: Port Elliot to Strathalbyn 

  Norton conversation, good food and good fluids, good service – what a great spot to stop for a break! The 

group splits up and heads in various directions but John and I soon find we are on the footpath outside the Robin 

Hood Hotel again. A short stop today as this is a day for car racing on TV so we head for home to commandeer 

the remote control and put the feet up (literally in my case as I sprained my left one two weekends earlier – lucki-

ly, the kickstart is on the right side of a Commando and motorbike boots make great splints). 



Meeting 175    2 / 2 / 15 

 
OPENING: President Con Desyllas opened the meeting at 7.55 pm & welcomed members & friends & visitor Bob Davey. 

 

PRESENT: Bill, Bo Isberg, Paul Knapp, Dave Rocklyn, Ian DeLaine, Barry Miller, Lyndi, Ray Hughes, Ray Sims, Dave Meldrum, 

  Cozi, Dan, Jason Ward, Steve Adkins, Owen Greenfield, Donald Hosier, Con, Rick, John McNaughton, Bob Davey. 

 

APOLOGIES: John Hunter 

 

MAIL IN: October ‘Roadholder’ has dynamo & magneto problems, a Navigator re-wire & all about rear suspensions.  

 

TREASURER: $137 in;  $173.11 out;  Balance $1953.65 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN:  See new ‘Ride Calendar’ in new ‘Energette’; November ride should be earlier in month; for All British Day, break 

  fast from 8 am, Echunga Oval from 9.30 am, Club ride from Hazelwood Park; Rides are now in chunks so people can 

  do any stages they want if they don’t do the whole ride. 

 

LIBRARY: See latest ‘Oily Rag’ (in library) for photos of members at Hamilton Rally. 

 

EDITOR: new issue is out, good piece from Steve about Velocette ride, plenty of stuff about swap meets; always looking for  

  more creative covers, action shots better than bikes just standing. 

 

WEBSITE: New ‘Energette’ is up, looking for new photos & stories, mailing lists working well, Ride Calendar will be updated  

  soon. 

 

REGALIA: Beanies, caps, posters, patches; looking for new supplier for embroidered stuff. 

 

FEDERATION: Wanting any clubs who want changes to HV Rego rules to put in submissions. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  Dave R will take the tent up for All-British Day, will set up early, general admission from 10 am;  

  Andover Norton has Commando parts well-covered, prices & quality are good, Donald recommends signing up for  

  their newsletter; Donald looking for someone good at brazing, for restoring a bike frame; visitor Bob Davey is looking 

  for someone good with bike frames, Bob is good with fairings, see him for any work. 

 

Raffle raised $43.30 Bottle of Merlot (thanks to Dave) won by Bo Meeting closed 8.30 pm 

Murray’s Britbikes 

(Formally K & M British) 

With over 25 years experience specializing in 

Triumph - Norton - BSA Motorcycles 

1950’s thru to 1970’s 
Large range of Complete motorcycles and spare parts. 

Basket cases and project bikes also available. 

C.O.D. Australia wide 
 

 Email:   kmbritbikes@internode.on.net   

 Mobile:   0408 833 511    

 Address:  Unit 5, 5-9 Kingston Ave. Richmond SA 5033 
 Usually open 10am - 5pm, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday. 



Meeting 176    2 / 3 / 15 

 
OPENING: Librarian (former President & Club Captain) Dave Meldrum opened the meeting at 8 pm & welcomed members &  

  friends. 

 

PRESENT: Bill, Jason Ward, Paul Knapp, Dave Meldrum, Murray Norton, Doug Wright, Bo Isberg, Steve Adkins, John  

  McNaughton, Richard McCarthy, John Hunter, Owen Greenfield, Fella, Tim Edwards, Dave R, Lyndi. 

 

APOLOGIES: Con, Donald, Ian, Steve Richter. 

 

MAIL IN: K & M has a 750 Commando Café racer, yellow for $16,000; letter of thanks from Historic Motorcycle Racing Regis

  ter of SA for Club’s donation towards prizes at State Titles at Mac Park; Cousin Jack Rally this year postponed to May 

  1st next year 2016 (Northern Yorke Pen); British Classics Tour, cars & bikes, May 3rd, Victor Harbor,   

  www.hmvc.org.au; Bay to Birdwood this year is Sept 27th; Robert Shannon Foundation, supporting the future of herit

  age motoring, www.ahmf.org.au ; November ‘Roadholder’:  new tests show ethanol dissolves Carbies & hoses (some 

  fuel additives give protection), all about coil polarity & double-ended coils, fitting belt drives to Mk 3 Commandos (pro 

  & con), fitting electric starters to Dommie & Atlas(?), fitting LED lights to classic bikes, Colorado Norton’s Hydraulic 

  Clutch, swinging arm bushes, fitting panniers; December ‘Roadholder’:  all about featherbed frames, more about LEDs 

  for Nortons, Navigator top end, vibration trouble, Wall of Death; January ‘Roadholder’:  more about Featherbed frames 

  (history, structure, life-expectancy, looking after it), plus ES2 performance; Feb ‘Roadholder’:  good article  

  “Model 50 rebirth” by some guy called Steve from Adelaide, SA, also Commando oil pump reconditioning & cylinder 

  head repair on ES2. 

 

MAIL OUT: nil 

 

TREASURER: $58.30 in;  $266 out;  Balance $1,743.70 

 

CLUB CAPTAIN:  All-British-Day had good turn-out, another Club display win for our Club, thanks especially to Dave & Leslie for  

  early setting-up, the Commando engine running got lots of public attention; Regalia made good sales again, thanks  

  Dave & Leslie; Owen won a big picture of Audrey Hepburn, which sold on Facebook for $100, next ride southern 8.30 

  breakfast Buongiorno, 10 am depart Top of Taps, to Normanville & Pt Elliot. 

 

EDITOR: wanting contributions, especially projects in progress. 

 

LIBRARY: Hislop DVD & new ‘Roadholders’. 

 

REGALIA: Good sales at All-British-Day; Lyndi trying to get embroiderers for Norton bags, beanies, caps – the bags go very fast, 

  be quick next time, great value. 

 

FEDERATION: Putting together a FAQ Manual to make sure people get HV Rego right; government is looking for comments from  

  Clubs on the HV scheme. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  Aust Classic Championships at Mallala this year, Dave M suggesting we donate prize-money for this, some  

  members will ride up for this, probably make it a Club ride; the Club has a Facebook page, https://m.facebook.com/ 

  nortonmcsa has rides, meetings, could put regalia on too; the stubbie-holders are fantastic, highly recommended! Lyndi 

  had a new starter motor fitted ($630 with the lot), loving it – Lyall (Brisbane) has a new version of Norton starter motor 

  – Lyndi’s old S-M completely worn out, Lyall says don’t try to fix starting problems by just fitting a new S-M, it will 

  only show up other problems, also recommended Gell Cell batteries; Paul recommends LED lights, very bright. 

 

Raffle ra ised $37  Stubbie-holder won by John Meeting closed 8.35 pm 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Email: kmmotor@internode.on.net 
 

 

HUGE RANGE OF NEW AND USED HARD TO FIND PARTS. 
Full restoration services available– Bead blasting, Alloy Welding,  

Wheel Re-building, Plating, Painting, Powder Coating,  

Precision Engine Re-builds & Machine Shop. 

A large range of bikes available from Original to  

Concourse Condition through our in-house restoration shop 
 

SPECIALISING IN AMERICAN & BRITISH MOTORCYCLES AND SPARES 

10% discount to all NMCSA Inc. Members 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted 

Remember to support our sponsors!  It’s good for their (local) 

business and keeps our Club newsletter going! 

 



 

 Date/Ride  Brekky @ 8:30am  Ride @ 10:00am 

 

 19th April   Golden Fleece Hotel  Shell Gawler    

 Barossa Ride  77 Murray St, Gawler  12 Murray St, Gawler 

 

 17th May   Suzettes Café   Hazelwood Park 

 Hills Ride   540 Glynburn Rd   Cnr Greenhill Rd & Hawthorn Cres 

     Burnside    Hazelwood Park 

  

 14th June   BP Kilburn    Kart Mania 

 Northern Ride  427 Churchill Rd   1 Port Wakefield Rd 

     Kilburn    Gepps Cross 

 

 19th July   Stirling Hotel   Stirling Hotel 

 River Ride   52 Mount Barker Rd   

     Stirling 

 

 16th August   Golden Fleece Hotel  Shell Gawler 

 Barossa Ride  77 Murray St, Gawler  12 Murray St, Gawler 

 

 20th September  Montagna Café   Montagna Café 

 Lakes Ride   11/10 Coromandel Pde  

     Blackwood 

  

 18th October  TBA     TBA 

 Barossa Classic 

 

 22nd November  Suzettes Café   Hazelwood Park 

 Xmas Lunch   540 Glynburn Rd   Cnr Greenhill Rd & Hawthorn Cres 

     Burnside    Hazelwood Park 

 

 13th December  Café Buongiorno   ‘Top’O’Taps’ Weighbridge 

 Southern Ride  93 South Rd    Cnr South Rd & Black Rd 

     O’Halloran Hill   O’Halloran Hill 

 

Ride calendar and maps are also posted on our website www.nmcsa.org 

 

 

Photo:  A couple of real stunners at our club display for the All British Day in February.  A brand new 961 Commando 

and a beautiful Fastback that’s been in the same family since new 

 

 Ride  

Calendar   

2015 

 

 
All rides start at 10am unless otherwise noted. 

 

Calendar is prepared in advance &  

is subject to change. 

 

Please check club notices in Thursday’s Advertiser 

or call the Club Captain @ 0401 211 256  


